
 

January 1
st

 

Happy New Year 

It didn’t take much effort to drag me out on New Year’s Day with the invitation of a 

days birding and a breakfast at Potteric Carr, one of my favourite Yorkshire birding 

venues and my birthday to boot. We arrived at 10am and were soon adding the 

species to the new year list Bullfinch was first with Reed Bunting second we didn’t 

add anything else till we hit the Willow Pool hide near the cafe site and this is where 

the boys with the toys where long lenses and fancy cameras so there wasn’t much 

room for our little group in fact a couple stayed outside I managed a seat and was able 

to see Willow Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Chaffinch, Reed Bunting, Moorhen, Water 

Rail,  I got called out of the hide to see a nice flock of Siskin ( a Potteric first for me) 

 It was then time for the famous Potteric Carr New Years Day Breakfast, good call, 

finished off with Christmas Cake. After the splendid breakfast we made our way back 

to the car slowly adding very little except Coal Tit to the list. 

The way home had us calling in to Sands Lane to try and locate the Ring Billed Gull 

not finding this I found Pochard, Tufted Duck, Goosander, Common Gulls, Black 

Headed Gulls, Mute Swan, Canada Geese, Greylag Geese, Mallard, Pied 

Wagtail, Mistle Thrush and Linnet. The 2011 year was off to a start 

Day List :- 

Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Greylag Goose, Mallard, Pochard, Tufted Duck, 

Goosander, Pheasant, Cormorant, Water Rail, Coot, Moorhen, Black Headed Gull, 

Common Gull, Lesser Black Backed Gull, Woodpigeon, Collard Dove, Pied Wagtail, 

Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, Fieldfare, Redwing, Mistle Thrush, Blue Tit, Great Tit, 

Willow Tit, Coal Tit, Magpie, Jackdaw, Crow, Starling, House Sparrow, Chaffinch, 

Siskin, Linnet, Bullfinch, Reed Bunting 

A few Photos from the day to finish of :- 



 
          Willow Tit and Robin 

  

 
    Water Rail 

  



 
      Blue Tit 

  

 
              Robin 

 

 

 

 



January 7
th

  

Sands Lane 

Looking at the weather forecast for this Friday I was thinking an early start was in 

order to try and get an hours birding out of the day before the Snow started and since 

Sands Lane was on the doorstep and that I hadn’t caught sight of the American bird 

this year I think Sands Lane was going to be the place to start. 

Arrived at the Lane at about 8:30am to find the assembled wildfowl round at the weir 

the usual Mallards, Mute Swans, Canada Geese, Coots and Moorhens, the Tufted 

Ducks  were still present but in more numbers (4 male and 9 Female), Pochard (4 

Male and 4 Female), Goosander (4 Male and 1 Female), a surprise find was 2 Little 

Grebes feeding along the far river bank I probably wouldn’t have found them if it 

hadn’t been for the female Goosander  scaring them out of the undergrowth. Along 

the towpath a Male Pied Wagtail with a Male Blackbird for company feeding on the 

grain handouts, these birds must be finding it hard at present with things having been 

frozen for so long. Some gulls had now arrived but mainly Black Headed and 

Common Gulls so at 9am I decided on going round to the pools to find the yank. 

The pools were still frozen over from banking to banking Black Headed and Common 

Gulls present with a Great Spotted Woodpecker calling from the nearby tree, a fly 

over Cormorant, then the Ring Billed Gull finally flew in at about 9:15am the snow 

started at 9:30am great timing, the planned visit to Horbury Wyke was off that would 

have to wait for another day it was home and coffee. 

 

January 8
th

  

Fairburn Ings 

It was only an hour around the visitor centre after a shopping trip to Junction 32 but it 

was out and about birding and there were birds abound around the feeders Tree 

Sparrows, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Bullfinch, Blue Tit, Great Tit picking out the 

seeds from the loaded tubes, mopping up the crumbs under the feeders were Robins, 

Dunnocks, Collard Doves, Moorhen, Pheasants and a Water Rail. We decided on 

a walk around the boardwalk and in doing so saw Chaffinch, Treecreeper, big flocks 

of Goldfinch and Lesser Redpolls and a single Redwing 

  



 
       Treecreeper 

 

January 21
st

  

Horbury Wyke 

Out to Horbury and once again I was out in freezing temperatures arriving at about 

8:30am I was soon togged up and making my way along the footpath slowly towards 

the filter beds. Birds were soon evident mainly on the river Mallards, Moorhen, 

Coots a few Goldeneye heading down river both males and females, Great Crested 

Grebes were about with male and female Goosanders in and amongst. Soon at the 

filter beds were the smaller stuff was hanging about Pied Wagtails were numerous a 

single Grey Wagtail [first of the 5 to see] two Lesser Redpolls and a single 

Meadow Pipit were a nice surprise to find, and with  Goldcrest, Bullfinch, 

Treecreeper, Blackbirds, Redwings, Song Thrush there was plenty to see. Canada 

Geese were on the Wyke itself with Great Spotted Woodpecker calling from a 

nearby tree it was know slowly warming up temperature wise and there was still 

plenty to feast upon Tufted Duck and Little Grebes were new today Grey Heron, 

Cormorants and Black Headed gulls overhead Long Tailed Tit, Great Tit, Blue 

Tit, Dunnock, Magpie, Chaffinch were all seen as I made my way back to the car 

and another ending to a mornings birding and I even managed a bit of 

Digi/Videoscoping  



 
       Song Thrush 

 

 January 28
th

   

Old Moor 

A morning out at Old Moor once again in freezing temps [roll on summer] we only hit 

the feeders due to the temps, the hide were colder than being in the open air, anyway 

the birds were good near the centre feeders we saw Blue Tit, Great Tit, Willow Tit, 

Long Tailed Tit, Bullfinch, Dunnock, Tree Sparrow, Chaffinch, Reed Bunting, 

Greenfinch, Blackbird and Brambling only a brief shot but see it we did nice 

male so plenty to keep us interested and get cold in. So off we moved to the Tree 

Sparrow farm to feast our eyes on Yellowhammers, Reed Buntings, Blackbirds and 

a Male and Female Brambling better views this time so we were able to compare 

sexes. We then moved off it was too cold to stand still we to the Family hide were it 

was even colder in the hide then outside but the birds we plenty Wigeons, Tufted 

Duck, Teal, Goosander, Black Headed Gulls, Common Gulls, Mute Swan, 

Shoveler, the cold was getting to us time to find some Gannets at the cafe for a warm 

up. Enjoy some pics of the Bramblings 



 
              Male Brambling 

  

 
                                                Male Brambling 

  



 
             Female Brambling 

 

 

February 5
th

   

Bits ‘n’ Pieces 

Week 5 at work has been a busy week for a chance the fine weather seems to have got 

the birds thinking its spring time already, the Great Tits were noisy this week along 

with a very vocal Nuthatch one could easily think winter was over and spring had 

begun. 16 species seen on the work patch this week with Thursday bringing in a 

couple of Siskins in the spring like sunshine. 

 

 

 
                                                       Siskin 



Friday unfortunately was work day this week but news of Waxwing locally had me 

up early Saturday to find 7 birds still in Sainsbury’s car park at Brighouse, as what 

seems to be the norm for me this winter with Waxwing I had only a couple of minutes 

to enjoy these birds before they were off probably to another supermarket car park 

somewhere. The afternoon saw me enjoying a walk down Lin Dike taking in the 

wildfowl and Geese Teal, Tufted Duck, Wigeon, Shelduck, Canada Geese and the 

geese we had come to see the 8-off Greenland White Fronted Geese. We had a 

surprise find with a Little Egret along with Mute Swan, Lapwing, Black Headed 

Gulls, Coot, Moorhen, Gadwall, Goldeneye, Shoveler, Mallard and Cormorant, 

made out to a useful hour the rain held off which was good but the wind hadn’t hence 

the lack of small birds we didn’t see 

 

 

February 12
th

   

Sands Lane 

The excitement this week was a sighting of a Common Buzzard over my place of 

work being plagued by a Crow has it flew thru. The end  of the week saw me at Sands 

Lane   looking down my scope once again at the adult Ring Billed Gull, just to get 

familiar, the real reason however for a Sands Lane visit was to try and find a 

Mediterranean Gull but once again it wasn’t my day just as back home earlier the  

other  gulls present were Black Headed and Common, with a single Lesser Black 

Backed. Whilst visiting I decided on a good wander round picking up other species 

has I went wildfowl were in good numbers especially Goosander with a double 

figure count, a pair of  Pochard, three pair of  Tufted Duck, Blue Tit, Great Tit, 

Blackbird, Mute Swan, Canada Geese, Cormorant and Dunnock no surprises for 

me today but a bit of  Digi/Videoscoping was welcome even if it was in terrible light. 

 



Dunnock 

  

 
Cormorant 

 

 

 

 

February 18
th

   

Horbury Wyke 

The week started well with a Dipper on the brook at my work patch I haven’t seen 

one of these here for over six years now and since I scared it up no photos were taken, 

that’s number two of the five seen but no Photo/Video to go along with any yet. 

Tuesday was good with a Tawny Owl heard calling first and then a flight shot as it 

flew overhead. 

Early start Friday around my local village to catch Common and Black Headed 

Gulls on the playing fields I was hoping for that out of place Med Gull here as I have 

done for a few years now I’ll keep looking on then to Horbury Wyke for a couple of 

hours it turned out that there wasn’t much here today either but I did catch up with 

Goldcrest at close quarters I did manage a picture but you don’t need to see it, honest. 



Anyway the walk continued seeing Cormorant, Black Headed Gull, Canada 

Goose, Pied Wagtails numerous feeding on the filter pans, Moorhen, Mallards, 

Starling, Redwing, Chaffinch, and the only year bird of the day 27 Lapwings over. I 

then had a job to do which turned out worthwhile with 50+ Waxwings in the car park, 

a great ending to a dull day weather wise and bird wise 

 

 

 

February 27
th

   

Clumber Park 

Well week 8 at the work patch was rather quiet with the only bird of note being a 

Goldcrest along with the usual Blue, Great, and Long Tailed Tits and the odd 

Treecreeper thrown in. 

The end of the week Saturday the 26th saw us at Clumber Park [S80 3AZ] we hit it 

just right arriving at 10:45am before the build up of people. We decided on going 

around by the lake first seeing Tufted Duck, Mallard, Mute Swan, Canada Geese, 

Black Headed Gulls, Moorhen, Coot and a pair of Goosander. The woodland walk 

had us seeing plenty of Blue, Great and Long Tailed Tits with the odd Marsh Tit 

thrown in; we also had the sound/call of a Great Spotted Woodpecker. We 

saw plenty of Chaffinch and Greenfinch along with Robins, Blackbirds and a bird 

we overdosed on was Nuthatch they were everywhere we went. A Buzzard took us 

by surprise has it called overhead and glided on by, then we found the gold a pair of 

Hawfinch these were seen not by the chapel area but down by the gate towards the 

other woodland area were we also saw a Jay.  

  
Birds Seen :- Blue Tit, Great Tit, Long Tailed Tit, Marsh Tit, Blackbird, Robin, 

Dunnock, Chaffinch, Hawfinch [2], Greenfinch, Nuthatch, GS Woodpecker, Buzzard, 

Jay, Crow, Jackdaw, Goldcrest, Wren, Black Headed Gull, Mallard, Tufted Duck, 

Canada Goose, Goosander, Moorhen, Coot, Stock Dove, Woodpigeon, Pochard 

 



 

Nuthatch 

 

Nuthatch 

 



 

Jay 

 

 

 

 

  

March 4
th

 

A Couple of Reservoirs 

The first was Blackmoorfoot near Crossland Moor the day was misty the water was 

still and the birds were few, so what could be seen, Mallards, Goosanders (4), Black 

Headed Gulls, Common Gull (2), Goldeneye 1 pair, Tufted Duck 1 pair, that was 

on the water in the surrounding fields Pheasant, Fieldfare, Song Thrush, Robin, 

along with Crows. Well not much to speak of so I decided on a walk around Deer Hill 

more of a moorland reservoir so I was hoping for a few year ticks. On the approach 

road near the farm buildings Woodpigeon and Collard Dove in the fields further on 

plenty of displaying Lapwings and flocks of Starlings, a few Curlews came over 

head and landed in the fields, good to see these back on their breeding grounds, also 

of note a few Skylarks singing away and Red Grouse on the moor. On the reservoir 

a sole Canada Goose, Mallards, a few Black Headed Gulls came in with a couple 

of Common Gulls and one lone  Grey Heron on the far side and that was about my 

day 



 
Male Tufted Duck 

 

 

 

March 12
th

 

Clumber Park 

Week 10 at work proven to be a good week birds species numbers were up with 

highlights being Goldcrest, Siskin, Great Spotted Woodpeckers and Nuthatch, see 

My Patch Highlights . Work took away my Friday morning outing but I did manage a 

visit to Thurgory Lane to find Tree Sparrow. 

The end of the week saw us again at Clumber Park to try and find the Great Grey 

Shrike that had been there for nearly two week the visit turned in to more of a walk 

with us not seeing the Shrike but I did manage to add Sparrowhawk, Mandarin and 

Green Woodpecker to the year list. Other birds of the day 4 Buzzards in the air 

together Coal Tit, Long Tailed Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Nuthatch, Great Spotted 

Woodpecker, Black Headed Gull, Mute Swan, Mallard, Coot, Moorhen, Tufted 

Duck, Goldcrest must be one of the hardest birds to get a photo of anybody who’s 

done it well done, Chaffinch, Robin, Dunnock, Wren and calling Tawny Owls 

(You can click the pics to make them larger). 

Just reviewed the Clumber Great Grey Shrike (Sunday at 4pm) I now know were I 

went wrong after looking at various websites and the map again, yep we where on the 

wrong side of the road, will I get another chance?? the last one I saw was the 

Carsington Water bird back in December 2004 so long overdue to see another 



  

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

March 18
th

 

Spring is Here 

Oorah!! for week 11 I think its returned I saw it this week evidence that new life is 

being reborn life that only comes at spring time…what.. you know, I saw frog spawn 

this week in the pond on my work patch area this week evidence that spring has 

sprung and if that wasn’t enough how about spring migrants returning from Africa 

evidence again. Reports of Little Ringed Plovers, Sand Martins, Wheatears, White 

Wagtails and Osprey this week had me looking around My Patch area at Broadstones 

Reservoir. 

My day started early about 7am and it felt more and looked more like winter this early 

but things started to warm up and then the birds started singing Chaffinch were in full 

song along with Yellowhammer, Linnet, Dunnock, Wren there were all in full song. 

On at the reservoir Oystercatchers  8 in all making their calls and piping in the near 

by fields Curlews and Lapwings were in evidence too.  On the reservoir water 

Mallards, Canada Geese, Common Gulls, Black Headed Gulls, and Little Grebe 

along the inlet banking Grey Wagtail and Reed Bunting could be found. 

I made my way back to the car and onto the Common area fields to find a pair of 

Little Owls sitting a top the fence posts enjoying by now the spring sunshine, Pied 

Wagtails, Crow, Jackdaws, Lapwings, Curlews all in the adjoining fields. As I 

made my way around to Cheesegate Nab I made a pull in next to a nice sloping field 

short grass a place were I might find a Wheatear they like this kind of open grass area. 

firstly I saw Skylarks, Meadow Pipits and then a wagtail which turned out to be a 

White Wagtail [Moticilla alba alba] a subspecies of our Pied Wagtail [Moticilla 

alba yarrellii],  a spring migrant from mainland Europe showing its paler grey back 

distinctive black cap appearance, cleaner and whiter appearance than Pied and then in 

to view a Male Wheatear followed closely by a female now spring has sprung I told 

you it had, my first true migrant of the year and seen before March was out.  It was 

nice to have the sun on my back and the feeling of warmer days to come bringing 

insects back to life a new season of Butterflies and Dragonflies happy days. 

 

 



 
     Male Wheatear 

  

 

 
Female Wheatear 

  



 
Oystercatcher 

  

 
Male Reed Bunting 

  



 
Male Chaffinch 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

March 25
th

 

Pugneys Country Park 

The week started where last week ended with spring migrants with me seeing/hearing 

my first returning Chiffchaff of the year at my work patch on Monday 21st, this bird 

happens to be the earliest recorded here by 4 days. With a warm start to the week 

more Butterflies were out with me seeing more Commas this week along with 

Peacocks and Tortoiseshells, see My Patch highlights. 

We ended up on Friday 25th at Pugneys Country Park on a family walk and of course 

the bins/camera had to come along. There were a few birds of note about Goldeneye, 

Great Crested Grebe, Kingfisher, Tufted Duck, Reed Bunting, another 

Chiffchaff, we couldn’t get in the hide due once again to vandalism and repair work 

so because of this  we stood near the other hide along the banking between the two 

lakes watching Great Crested Grebes doing the courtship display and Goldeneye 

when all of a sudden up sprung a splendid Male Smew, we watched this bird for ten 

minutes or so before carrying on walking towards the far end. It was here we finally 

spotted another returning migrant Sand Martins first one then two then a dozen or so, 

a very similar bird to the House Martin put brown in colour with a white under belly 

and with no white rump; it was then time for tea 



 
     Drake Smew 

Pugneys List [in no order] :- Black Headed Gull, Lesser Black Backed Gull, Great 

Black Backed Gull, Great Crested Grebe, Cormorant, Mute swan, Mallard, Teal, 

Tufted Duck, Shelduck, Smew, Goldeneye, Moorhen, Coot, Bullfinch, Long Tailed Tit, 

Blue Tit, Great tTit, Pied Wagtail, Rock/Feral Pigeon, Woodpigeon, Robin, Wren, 

Blackbird, Canada Goose, Greylag Goose, Kingfisher, Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Reed 

Bunting, Sand Martin 

 

 

March 26
th

 

Hatfield Woodhouse Area  

Week 12 and Saturday the 26th of March a day out with the boys to the Hatfield 

Woodhouse area [ Link ] to try and find a couple of Grebe species but an early start 

was in order and off we went at 6:30am, not a good idea I suppose with the clocks 

going forward this weekend. Anyway after picking another body up at Bawtry we 

ended up at a place near Wroot looking for Common Crane but to no avail, Question, 

how can the end of the week be so cold after such a warm start at the beginning?? 

I’m glad I took my hat/gloves we didn’t see the Cranes as you’ve gathered we did see 

Buzzard, Mallard, Coot, Rook, Yellowhammer, Red Legged Partridge, Skylark, 

Blackbird, Linnet, Kestrel, Crow, Corn Bunting and a few Whooper Swans. On 

then to Ten Acre Lake to find Red Necked Grebe along with Great Crested Grebe, 

Little Grebe, Coot, Tufted Duck, Teal, Gadwall, over head Buzzard with 

Chiffchaff, Lesser Redpoll, Chaffinch, Blue Tit, Great Tit within the trees. 

Boston Park Lakes was our next port of call at about 11:30am on landing we made 

our way around to one of the lakes that isn’t well known to find the Black Necked 

Grebes (5), Pintail (Male), Gadwall, Sparrowhawk,Wigeon, Goldeneye. On then 

to the other Lakes we made our way around to the  hide talking to one or two people 

we had met during the morning finding out we had missed some Cranes by about ten 

http://www.birdingsiteguide.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=839&Itemid=77


minutes, we finally ended up at the hide to find another Black Necked Grebe along 

with more Whooper swans (9), Little Ringed Plover (2), Pied Wagtail or was it 

White to quick to ID, Tufted Ducks, Sand Martins, Canada Geese, Shoveler, 

Oystercatcher (2), and then excitement broke out with the cry of possible Cranes 

havoc ensued with us ending up outside to finally ID Common Cranes (2) phew!, we 

ended up with some Meadow Pipits but no Woodlark before moving on to our final 

destination Potteric Carr. 

At Potteric Carr we added Garganey  to the day list along with Pochard, Water Rail 

and Coal Tit. 

  
Todays Day List :- 

Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Red Necked Grebe, Black Necked Grebe, 

Cormorant, Grey Heron, Mute Swan, Whooper Swan, Greylag Goose, Canada 

Goose, Wigeon, Gadwall, Teal, Mallard, Pintail, Garganey, Shoveler, Pochard, 

Tufted Duck, Goldeneye, Sparrowhawk, Buzzard, Kestrel, Red Legged Partridge, 

Pheasant, Water Rail, Moorhen, Coot, Crane, Oystercatcher, Little Ringed Plover, 

lapwing, Curlew, Black Headed Gull, Lesser Black Backed Gull, Woodpigen, Collard 

Dove, Skylark, Sand Martin, Meadow Pipit, Pied/White Wagtail, Wren, Dunnock, 

Robin, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Chiffchaff, Long Tailed Tit, Coal Tit, Blue Tit, Great 

Tit, Magpie, Jackdaw, Rook, Crow, Starling, House Sparrow, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, 

Goldfinch, Linnet, Lesser Redpoll, Yellowhammer, Reed Bunting, Corn Bunting 

  

A couple of Pictures from the day :- 

  

 
Whooper Swan with Mutes 

  

  



 
            Red Necked Grebe 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

April 1
st

 

Llandegla Forest 

We were off to Anglesey for a weekend break and it was whilst we were on the 

A525 road that we can across this site purely by accident it was the RSPB sign on the 

road side that drew us into the site for a coffee stop. The forest is mainly a Mountain 

bike centre but the RSPB do have a presence and have one of the biggest Black 

Grouse leks around [to late in the day for us to see them] plenty of forest trails for 

bike or walk so walk we did. We came across Meadow Pipits and Common 

Crossbill and the common forest stuff to early in the year for summer 

migrants, apparently it’s also a good place for Nightjars and Tree Pipits. On site there 

is a centre with cafe, toilets etc so the place could be worth checking out again at the 

right time of year, more info at Wildlife Extra  and of course the RSPB  



 
                                   The Black Grouse we did see 

 

 

 

 

April 2
nd

 

South Stack 

Our stay on Anglesey was in a self catering cottage on a working farm called Parc Yr 

Odyn on the east coast at Pentraeth, they also offer a Bed and Breakfast facility at the 

Farmhouse . We had the pleasure of the Dairy Cottage which we found meet our 

needs comfortably [read more on my B&B tab]. Saturday the 2nd saw us heading off 

to South Stack in better weather than yesterdays rain showers, the day turned out 

sunny but windy. We parked in the bottom car park and headed off towards Ellin 

Tower finding a few Wheatears on the way through only to find the Tower was shut 

but found the cafe was open, which is now run by the RSPB, they do a great chocolate 

cake and coffee, it was with the great help of the assistants that we located the 

Choughs quite easily and had great views of the birds passing by with nesting 

material along the cliff top. We had a good look around finding more Wheatears they 

were now moving thru in good numbers seeming to be in every field we looked in, 

Pied Wagtails, a couple of Willow Warblers, Stonechats, Meadow Pipits, 

Swallows, the familiar sound of Ravens overhead giving off their deep crronk crronk 

calls, a pair of Peregrines buzzing the cliff tops searching for the next meal, Gannets 

passing by low over the sea, Herring Gulls in abundance, Linnets  moving thru in 

small flocks, what a day, we decided  to finish off our time at South Stack with 

another coffee, cake?? 



On then to Cemlyn Bay near Wylfa Power Station to finish the day off, here we saw 

Buzzard and  Little Egret as we approached the bay, we found more Wheatears in 

the field, Sand Martins and Swallows moving thru, we did find a handful of 

Sandwich Terns in the bay giving themselves away by their familiar call. Red 

Breasted Mergansers in the bay along with Oystercatchers and Redshanks, in the 

sheltered bay Lapwings, Golden Plovers, Pied Wagtails, Shelduck and Mallards 

 
                                                 Male Stonechat 

 

April 3
rd

 

Conwy RSPB 

We decided on taking the coast road back home and of course a stop off for dinner at 

the RSPB Conwy reserve the weather was now once again showers but not to be 

deterred off we set on to the reserve. At Conwy we found more summer migrants 

Willow Warblers, Chiffchaff and Blackcap overhead once again hundreds of Sand 

Martins, a few Swallows in and amongst, and ya I found a single House Martin as 

well. The reserve pools held good numbers of Red Breasted Mergansers  pairing up 

and displaying before their move in to the mountains to breed, waders included 

Redshank, Common Snipe, Curlew, Black tailed Godwits and Lapwngs, wildfowl 

were represented by Shelduck, Mallard,Tufted Duck, Pochard, Gadwall and Teal. 

We found more Wheatears 2 male and a female, a Little Egret, and on the Estuary 

Grey Herons, Wigeon and Redshank , that was the end of a splendid weekend 70 

species in total visited some splendid reserves saw some splendid birds and eat some 

splendid chocolate cake. More photos can be seen by using the Flickr tab on the right 

side. 

 



 

 
  Little Egret RSPB Conwy 
 

 
                                Female Wheatear RSPB Conwy 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
                                      Male Wheatear RSPB Conwy 

 

 

 

 

April 7
th

  

Bat Night 

At last I managed to get out with this years Christmas present the Bat Detector, Sands 

Lane was the destination but the birds came first with this years Patch firsts Sand 

Martins there were only a handful but there they where, also present a pair of Tufted 

Duck, Goosander, Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Chiffchaff, Robin, Blue Tit and a 

few Mallards. At a about 8:30pm my wife caught the glimpse of a small bat passing 

by the car out I got Bat Detector on and then a wait of a couple of minutes and I heard 

my first bat, the frequency was 45kHz so with this, the size and place  I believe I 

heard my first Common Pipistrelle, but much to learn,  I have now a few more 

questions  that need answering a few bat walks with the experts are in order I think. 

 

 

 



April 9
th

  

Back on’t Patch 

Well its been a week of a few firsts on’t Patch with my first Sand Martins yesterday, 

Orange-tip at work, and Swallow near home. Friday saw me at Ingbirchworth 

Reservoir first thing 7:30am to hear my first Willow Warbler of the year.  A few 

Pied Wagtails were knocking about with Tufted Ducks, Mallards and Canada 

Geese on the water but not the hoped for Swallows, and Martins, so I decided to move 

off into the grasslands around Whitley Common. I pulled up in a favoured spot to find 

Wheatears and Meadow Pipits galore, I stopped counting the Pipits but there  were 

over 20 Wheatears knocking about, and then a Common Snipe drumming overhead, 

Skylarks and Linnets started singing things were beginning to wake up then I found 

about a dozen Golden Plovers. Moved on then to Lower maythorn to find more 

Wheatears well over 20 birds again along with more Meadow Pipits, Cheesagate Nab 

was my next port of call hoping to find Ring Ouzel on passage but I only found more 

Linnets and Willow Warblers. Broadstones reservoir was my last port of call and 

there I found very little that I already hadn’t seen during the morning. 

Today Species List in no particular order:- 

Coot, Moorhen, Mallard, Canada Goose, Tufted Duck, Pied Wagtail, Greylag Goose, 

Willow Warbler, Common Snipe, Wheatear, Meadow Pipit, Skylark, Blue Tit, Great 

Tit, Yellowhammer, Stock Dove, Jackdaw, Linnet, Oystercatcher, Curlew, Chiffchaff, 

Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Blackbird, Reed Bunting, Swallow, Lapwing, 

Golden Plover, Sparrowhawk 

 
                                                        Jackdaw 

  

  

http://huddsbirder.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/jackdaw.jpg


 
                                                        Goldfinch 

 

 

 

April 16
th

 

Old Moor RSPB 

The day stared with running thru a couple of Patch sites before going out to Old Moor 

the first port of call was Cheesegate Nab in the hope of Ring Ouzels moving thru but 

alas all we got sight of were Wheatear, Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff, a few Carrion 

Crows, a Cormorant gave us a fly thru. We moved off towards the 

Ingbirchworth area to find more Wheatears Meadow Pipits, Pied Wagtails and a 

couple of Grey Partridge legging it down the road a move to Ingbirchworth Res. 

gave us nothing new for the day so it was onto Old Moor RSPB near manvers. 

On arrival we decided to go along warblers way to hopefully  hear and see some 

warblers fresh in from migration what we did see were Bullfinch, Chaffinch, 

Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Long Tailed Tit, Chiffchaff, Willow Warblers, Blackcap 

and Whitethroat at the hide, Bolton Ings area, Black Headed Gull, lesser Black 

Backed Gull, Great Crested Grebe, Pochard, Gadwall, Teal, Mallard, Mute 

Swan, Shoveler, Tufted Duck. After dinner at the Gannets Cafe it was on to the 

reserve to see more of the same with Redshank, Little Ringed Plover, Dunlin, 

Green Sandpiper, Wigeon, and Reed Bunting 



 

April 22
nd

 

Week 16 

The week started well at the work patch with the arrival of a Willow Warbler on 

Tuesday the 19th butterflies were more in evidence this week because of the splendid 

weather [see patch highlights at this  with 6 species seen, the walk to work this week 

also produced a Green Woodpecker. Thursday 21st was an Owl night around the 

local moors with Little Owl, Tawny Owl and Long Eared Owls about also seen was 

a Common Sandpiper on a near by reservoir [cant say which one because of the 

owls] . Friday the 22nd was around the Langsett area and Cheesegate nab no Ring 

Ouzels this year however the weather was excellent today so people were about lots 

of people but the birds we did see or hear were Meadow Pipit, Willow Warbler, 

Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Redstart, Cuckoo, Skylark, Goldfinch,  Red Grouse, 

Blackbird, Robin, Siskin, Swallow, Greenfinch, Coal Tit, Great Tit, Blue Tit  

 
Male Blackbird 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

April 23
rd

  

RSPB Leighton Moss 

Saturday 23rd April saw us on a visit to Leighton Moss RSPB site , the 

last visit I made was back in January 2000 so this was well over due. We started the 

bird hunt at Lillians Hide for our first bird the Mediterranean Gull that had taken up 

residence in the Black Headed Gull colony it took a little bit of finding 

Amongst all the Black Heads but find we did, other birds from here were Marsh 

Harrier, Shoveler, Tufted Duck, Mallard, Shelduck and Teal. On then to Greisdale 

Hide on the way Chiffchaff, Robin, Sedge and Reed Warblers, we added Lapwing 

and Oystercatcher from Greisdale but not the garganeys. It was soon dinner time but 

first a stop at the feeders to see Marsh Tit, Nuthatch, Bullfinch, and Blue Tit. 

After dinner a walk down along the causeway with more Marsh Harriers, Black 

Headed Gulls, Lapwing, Reed and Sedge Warblers but Blackcap was a new one for 

the day and Buzzard over head. The final walk was on to the Eric Morecambe and 

Allen Hides this was a good walk seeing Common Whitethroat, Lesser 

Whitethroat, Willow Warblers and Sedge Warblers finally adding some waders to 

the list from the hides Avocet, Black Tailed Godwits, Common Redshank, Spotted 

Redshank, and Knot 

 

The Day list in no particular order :- 

Black Headed Gull, Great Black backed Gull, Mediterranean Gull, Sheldduck, Teal, 

Gadwall, Shoveler, Mallard, Pochard, Tufted Duck, Lapwing, Canada Goose, 

Greylag Goose, Mute Swan, Marsh Harrier, Robin, Blackbird, Dunnock, Chiffchaff, 

Blue Tit, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Sedge Warbler, Reed warbler, Blackcap, 

Oystercatcher, Goldfinch, Reed Bunting, Greenfinch, Bullfinch, Marsh Tit, Nuthatch, 

Magpie, Willow Warbler, Wren, Pheasant, Great Crested Grebe, Common Buzzard, 

Coot, Moorhen, Common Whitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat, Spotted Redshank, Black 

tailed Godwit, Swallow, Common Redshank, Avocet, Knot, Wigeon 

A couple of record photos from the day :- 



 
                     Mediterranean Gull 
 

 

 

 
           Mediterranean Gull with Black Headed Gulls 
 
 



 
               Sedge-Warbler 

 

 

April 24
th

   

Garden Tick 

Had to post this missed it during the winter when I didn’t see it but caught up with it 

over the Easter Weekend Coal Tit photos 

 



 

 

 

 

April 25
th

 

RSPB Old Moor 

A few hours out at Old Moor once again in wonderful sunshine things seemed quieter 

today but on arrival the car park was rammed with cars but not to be put off in we 

went. The wildlife was good with the first Large Red Damselfly, Dinky Skipper and 

Brimstone of the year for me. Starting in the family hide there was a good number of 



wildfowl to go thru but a certain gull had to be found first easily located on the mere 

island th 

e Adult Mediterranean Gull was seeing off all comers to its little patch. With Sand 

Martins settling in to the artificial home wildfowl were finally got round to Pochard, 

Tufted Duck, Mallard, Gadwall, Teal and Shoveler. Of we went again to the wader 

scrap hide finding on our way along Green Lane Lesser Whitethroat and Sedge 

Warblers and then from the hide Avocet, Ringed Plover, Common Redshank, 

Common Tern and a splendid male Pintail our final destination was the Wath Ings 

hide the highlight being a Little Ringed Plover and a Ringed Plover 

Its been a great Easter weekend both weather wise and bird wise with a final list tally 

of 91 species seen or heard 

The Old Moor day list in no particular order :- 

Lapwing, Blackbird, Common Redshank, Little Ringed Plover, Ringed Plover, Avocet, 

Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Gadwall, Teal, Tufted Duck, Mallard, Shoveler, 

Green Woodpecker. Crow, Black headed Gull, Mediterranean Gull, Woodpigeon, 

Sand Martin, Lesser Whitethroat, Sedge Warbler, Reed Bunting, Moorhen, Coot, 

Pochard, Willow Warbler, Chaffinch, Cormorant, Common Tern, Bullfinch, Magpie, 

Greenfinch, Pintail, Goosander, Oystercatcher, Tree Sparrow, Starling, Pied Wagtail, 

Jackdaw, Brimstone, Orange Tip, Dinky Skipper, Large Red Damselfly 

A Couple of Pictures from the day :- 

 
                                         Common Redshank 

                                                



 
                 Dinky Skipper 

 

 

April 30
th 

Langsett and Potteric Carr 

Our first port of call was at Broadstones Reservoir hopefully to catch out the 

Grasshopper Warbler that had been reported but you guessed it he didn’t show but 

plenty of Linnets kept us entertained. We moved off then to the Langsett area calling 

firstly at Carlecotes Ponds for Tree Pipit but the wind was too much so we did plan B, 

into the Little Don Valley area here we did see Tree Pipit, Buzzard, Kestrel, Pied 

Wagtail, Mistle Thrush and Song Thrush including young ones in the car park 

along with Great Spotted Woodpeckers 



                                
Song-Thrush-Langsett 

 We moved off for dinner at the Bank View Cafe and after decided on a trip over the 

Strines hoping to see some raptors but didn’t but we caught up with Tree Pipit again 

Langsett Area List in no order:- Whitethroat, Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff, Linnet, 

Pheasant, Kestrel, Pied Wagtail [Yarrelli] Mistle Thrush, Song Thrush, Tree Pipit, 

Meadow pipit,Reed Bunting, Blackcap, Swallow, House Martin,Goldfinch, 

Greenfinch, Chaffinch, Blackbird, Robin, Woodpigeon, Great Spotted Woodpecker, 

Buzzard, Wheatear, Oystercatcher 

We had arranged to meet some friends at Potteric Carr for three O’Clock so it was 

there that we ended up and on parking in the overflow car park we were met by a 

Whitethroat singing from a nearby bush. We had only planned an evening walk 

around the reserve but on entering the reception we saw most of the action was down 

at West Scrap Hide so it was there we went and stayed till about 6:30pm. There were 

Butterflies in abundance Comma, Peacock, Brimstone, Orange Tip, Red Admiral, 

Green Veined Whites and plenty of unidentified whites. The birds we saw from 

West Scrape hide were good these included six new reserve birds for me namely 

Wood Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper, Bar Tailed Godwit, 

Pied Wagtail and White Wagtail [taking my tally now to 94] other waders included 

Ringed Plover, Little Ringed Plover, Dunlin, Redshank, and Avocets, warblers we 

saw included Reed Warbler and Whitethroat. 

Potteric Carr list in no order :- Whitethroat, Lapwing, Pied Wagtail [yarrelli], White 

Wagtail [alba], Common Sandpiper, Avocet, Bar Tailed Godwit, Wood Sandpiper, 

Teal, Gadwall, Shelduck, Ringed Plover, Black Headed Gull, Great Black Backed 

Gull, Sand Martin, Mallard, Green Sandpiper, Mute Swan, Swallow, Shoveler, 

Starling, Dunlin, Little Ringed Plover, Great Tit, Blackcap, Magpie, Tufted Duck, 

Reed Warbler, Greenfinch, Goldfinch 



 
                                                Green-Sandpiper 

  

 
                                              Common-Sandpiper 

  



 
                                                  Red-Admiral-Potteric 

 

 

 

May 2
nd 

Old Moor RSPB 

Here we are again back down at Old Moor which is becoming more like home at the 

moment the first birds seen today were the Common Swifts overhead and plenty of 

them to great to see these back and then Whitethroat from the car park hedges. We 

made our way inside and to the feeders which at the moment held very little bird life 

except the odd Bullfinch, Collard Dove, Woodpigeon, Pheasant and Tree Sparrow 

so it was into the reserve and the family hide being our next port of call 

hearing/seeing on the way Willow Warbler, Coot, Mallard and Linnets overhead. 

Settling into the hide the Mediterranean Gulls were soon located amongst the Black 

Headed Gull colony fighting its corner again with the intrusion of the Black Heads. 

Scanning about we picked up Redshank, Lapwing, Sand Martin, Swallow, Tufted 

Duck, Great Crested Grebe, Gadwall, and Canada Goose. It wasn’t long before we 

were off again and making our way down to the Wader Scrape hide along Green Lane 

hearing Lesser Whitethroat, Whitethroat and Sedge Warbler singing from dense 

cover keeping out of the full force of this high wind today, from the hide we picked 

up a couple of waders notably Grey Plover in full summer dress and with Avocet 

along side, here was also saw a couple of Common Terns. Other wildlife today 

including Gypsy Marsh was Dinky Skipper, Orange Tip, Green Veined White, 

Large Red Damselfly, Common Blue Damselfly 



Wildlife List for Today :- 

Common Whitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat, Reed Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Willow 

Warbler, Chiffchaff, Bullfinch, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Linnet, Collard 

Dove, Woodpigeon, Tree Sparrow, Magpie, Jackdaw, Crow, Tufted Duck, Gadwall, 

Teal, Mallard, Shelduck, Redshank, Avocet, Grey Plover, Lapwing, Common Tern, 

Black Headed Gull, Mediterranean Gull, Canada Goose, Sand Martin, Common 

Swift, Swallow, Pheasant, Coot, Moorhen, Starling, Large Red Damselfly, Common 

Damselfly, Green Veined White, Orange Tip, Dinky Skipper 

 

                                    Large-Red-Damselfly 

 



 
                  Common Blue Damselfly 

 

 

May 6
th 

Spurn Point 

Things have been quiet this week but the finding of a Lime Hawk Moth lifted the 

spirits on one of my early morning walks to work. 

 
                                               Lime Hawk Moth 

 
 

http://huddsbirder.wordpress.com/2011/05/06/spurn-point/


 

Saturday saw me grasping the bull by the horns and heading off to Spurn Point in the 

hope of a few migrants I arrived early doors at about 7:30am to an empty car park the 

one near the Bluebell cafe. I could see there were a few birds about on the nearby pool 

these included Swallows, Sand Martin, Redshank, Blackbirds [I tried turning these 

into Ring Ouzels but that didn't work], Dunnocks, Robin and a Common 

Whitethroat. I proceeded to walk down the seaward side path towards the warren 

hoping to pick some stuff up on the sea, there was little about 1 Ringed Plover and 2 

Turnstone flew past Herrings Gulls and Black Headed Gulls made their way south 

then I picked up 2 Terns, black edge to wingtips, pale under wings with no trailing 

edge a couple of Roseate Terns, nice start. Passing the pool area I flushed up a lone 

Wheatear, Whimbrel and Common Sandpiper. I was soon at the warren part of 

Spurn seeing Swallows going thru and on the Humber shoreline Grey Plover, Bar 

Tailed Godwits, Dunlins, Turnstone, Whimbrels, and  Oystercatchers.  I was 

hoping to see the Subalpine Warbler whilst I was at the warren, I had a bit of a wait 

but out it did come even if it was only briefly, reminded me of 1998 when I last saw 

one here it was a longer wait then. Off I went seeing Goldfinch, Meadow Pipits, 

Blue Tit and Great Tits as I went making my way towards the triangle footpath long 

this footpath I found Common Whitethroats, Sedge Warblers, Lesser 

Whitethroat, and a new Spurn bird for me Grasshopper Warbler and Reed 

Buntings. Nearing the end of the footpath I found some caterpillars of the Brown 

Tailed Moth, nasty caterpillars if you touch them they can give you severe 

skin problems or in the extreme breathing problems they are poisonous, don’t touch 

here’s a pic 

 

 
                 Caterpillar of the Brown Tailed Moth 

 
 Having walked down towards Easington and doing Sammys Point I didn’t see very 

much else at Spurn so I stopped of at Fairburn Ings on the way back home to se the 

Common Crane that was present along with this fellow I heard Cuckoo and saw 

Redshank, Teal, Gadwall, Common Whitethroat, Reed Warbler, Mute Swan and 

Stock Dove 

 

 



 

 

 
 

                     Swallow 

 

 
Not a bad day at Spurn I managed to add four new species to my Spurn reserve list 

Roseate Tern, Sand Martin, Common Sandpiper and Grasshopper Warbler > My 

Spurn Reserve List  now standing at 139. 

 

So the The Day List in no particular order :- Mute Swan, Greylag Goose, Canada 

Goose, Brent Goose, Shelduck, Gadwall, Teal, Mallard, Pochard, Tufted Duck, Red 

legged partridge, Pheasant, Moorhen, Coot, Crane, Oystercatcher, Ringed Plover, 

Grey Plover, Lapwing, Dunlin, Bar Tailed Godwit, Whimbrel, Curlew, Redshank, 

Common Sandpiper, Turnstone, Black Headed Gull, Herring Gull, Roseate Tern, 

Common Tern, Stock Dove, Woodpigeon, Collard Dove, Cuckoo, Swift, Skylark, Sand 

Martin, Swallow, House Martin, Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Wren, Dunnock, Robin, 

Wheatear, Blackbird, Grasshopper Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler, 

Subalpine Warbler, Lesser Whitethroat, Whitethroat, Chiffchaff, Blue Tit, Great Tit, 

Magpie, Jackdaw, Rook, Crow, Starling, House Sparrow, Tree Sparrow, Chaffinch, 

Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Linnet, Reed Bunting 

 

 

 

 

 

http://huddsbirder.wordpress.com/lists/reserve-lists-summary-page/spurn-point-bird-list/


 

 

May 21
st  

Old Moor RSPB 
 

I thought I would start with the Avocet from today’s visit to Old Moor, these have 

breed at Old Moor for the first time this year we say two chicks today, I believe the 

first was hatched on the 20th, let’s hope they make it to full size apparently the Black 

Headed Gull chicks are having a hard time from the Lesser Black Backs that are about 

 

Avocet 

On leaving the visitor centre we firstly paid a visit to the feeders like you do here 

there were the usual bird species about that now seem to have settled done into 

breeding the ones we saw were Bullfinch, Collard Dove, Woodpigeon, Magpie, 

Blue Tit, Great Tit, Willow Tit, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Dunnock, Robin. We 

finally left the feeders behind to find a good assortment of Damselflies nearby, we 

spent quite a while here taking a good number of photos the species we saw Azure, 

Common, and Blue Tailed 



 

Azure Damselfly 

 

 

Note the ‘U’ shape on the above Damselfly on segment two, one down from the body, 

this is on the Male Azure you’ll have to look on my Flickr site to see what’s on the 

Females. Moving on we finally caught up with a few more bird species from the 

family hide namely the above Avocet, Dunlin, Ringed Plover, Gadwall, Little 

Grebe, Redshank to name a few highlights but no Med Gull for us today. 

After dinner it was the turn of Butterflies namely Common Blue they did seem to be 

the ‘Common’ butterfly of the day but we did see Large White and Orange Tip 

 

 



 

Female Bullfinch 

 

 

Common Blue 

 

 

 



May 29
th 

Garden Stuff 

Well after a week of nights I have missed a lot this week if you can call a 12 hour 

shift form 4:30pm to 5:00am nights’ I call it where’s my life gone shift, I finally woke 

from my slumber over the weekend to catch up with young birds in my garden and a 

couple of firsts. Firstly a family party of Greenfinch [2 Adults 2 Young] visited over 

the weekend and I finally caught up with these colourful birds, my wife had seen them 

over the last few weeks, this time I had my camera to hand 

 

Greenfinch 

Another first this weekend was in the form of a butterfly which caught my eye from 

the room window so out I ran with again camera in hand to catch my first Speckled 

Wood 

 

Speckled Wood 



The rest of the weekend was catch up time with what was happening in the garden 

with young House Sparrows and young Starling begging for food from their parents 

even when the food was at their feet, the Blue Tit was kept busy to and fro from the 

nest box we can know hear the young in the box won’t be long now before we are 

watching young Blue Tits in the garden, know where did I put that camera or is it time 

for bed again [click the pics to enlarge] 

 

Blue Tit 

 

 

 

Starlings 

 

 

 

 



June 7
th 

Norfolk Days  

 
We were having a couple of days off work and spoiling ourselves with a couple of 

days in  

Norfolk the plan was to stop off at Narborough for butterflies and a planned walk with 

Limosa Holidays around the Brecks. So Monday the 6th we eventually headed off 

towards Norfolk after the early morning distraction to the hospital. We arrived at 

Narborough, which is an old railway line good for butterflies, in overcast skies , light 

rain, and a light wind, the feeling wasn’t good, however a walking we did go seeing 

Yellowhammer, Common Whitethroat and Great Spotted Woodpecker and 

hearing Garden Warblers the only butterfly of the day was a female Common 
Blue. 

 

 
Narborough 

 

 

We moved away from Narborough to Weeting Heath in the vain hope of seeing Stone 

Curlew and once again we were disappointed no sign but Pied Wagtails, Crows, 

Lapwings kept us entertained and of course plenty of Rabbits [Cost for Weeting 

£3.50 pp]. 

Time to sign into the B and B and once again it was Magdalen House excellent choice 

no disappointments here first class welcome, first class B and B and first class food 

[see B and B tab for more information]. After the evening meal we called in at 

Lakenheath RSPB for 30 minutes to get sight of a Marsh Harrier and Barn Owl to 

round the day off. 

 



 

Tuesday the 7th was to meet a gang of people doing the Birdwalk+ organised by 

Limosa holidays which would take in Lakenheath RSPB and Santon Downham 

around the Brecks and it was at Lakenheath that we meet at 9am prompt. After the 

introduction by a member of the RSPB staff we hit the reserve stopping a the feeders 

first seeing Great Spotted Woodpeckers, Chaffinch, Reed Bunting and very vocal 

Reed Warblers. On the reserve the first bird we saw/heard were Cuckoos’ they 

seemed to be in every part of the reserve flying to and fro we couldn’t miss them, 

other birds that showed themselves off were Sedge Warblers, Common 

Whitethroat and Marsh Harriers. There was wildlife everywhere we had brief 

views of numerous Bittern heard Golden Oriole saw and heard Cettis Warbler, 

Grasshopper Warbler, Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler, Egyptian Goose, Swift, 

Swallow and somebody made out two Hobbies which I never picked up, Bearded 

Tits, Cormorant, Skylark, Grey Heron. Dragonflies which I saw where Hairy 

Dragonfly and Banded Demoiselle, butterflies about Meadow Brown and Common 

Blue, day moths Mother Shipton It was sad to leave Lakenheath behind but new 

birding places beckoned but first dinner at Mundford and a ploughman’s lunch at The 

Crown Inn, good grub. 

 

Banded Demoiselle 

 

The Brecks called and it was on to Santon Downham where our first port of call for 

birds was a struggle but I caught up with Large Skipper for the year. Our second stop 

down the road was more productive on the bird side with a number of Tree Pipits a 

Stonechat, and a few Stock Dove and Woodpigeons about. Here also were a few 

Small Skippers but also more day flying Moths Speckled Yellow, Brown Silver 

Line, Clouded Buff but the day had to come to an end but it ended with a fine bird a 

Breckland Special and a family party as well Woodlark 

 



 

Brown Silver Line 

 

 

Speckled Yellow 

 



 

Large Skipper 

 

 

June 11
th 

Fairburn Ings 

Today since the weather was good we decided on a visit to Fairburn Ings RSPB near 

Castleford for some Butterflies and Dragonflies and we were not disappointed, I went 

mainly to capture Four Spotted Chasers on film, see below. other Odanatas about 

were Azure Damselflies, Common Blue Damselflies and Blue Tailed Damselflies. 

On the other hand there wasn’t many butterflies about all we got was a Small 

Skipper. Whilst we were there we got news of a Great White Egret around the moat 

area of Fairburn, we had to go and find it did become a welcome addition to the 

Yorkshire list after a bit of chasing, other birds noted Swift, Blackcap, Green 

Sandpiper, Grey Heron, Redshank 

 



 

Four Spotted Chaser 

 

 

Great White Egret
 

 

June 12
th 

Bempton Cliffs 

Today was a visit to Bempton Cliffs RSPB to see the usual cliff nesting seabirds and 

of course take a few pictures. Birds seen today at Bempton included Greenfinch, 

Goldfinch, Tree Sparrow, Dunnock, Blackbird, Kittiwake, Herring Gull, 

Gannet, Fulmar, Puffin, Razorbill, Guillemot, Rock Dove, Jackdaw, Crow, 

Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Swallow 

 

 

 



 

Gannets 

 

Gannet 

 

Gannet 



 

Puffin 

 

June 15
th 

Work Highlights Week 24 

A few new species and firsts of the year on my work patch this week that’s why I 

have brought this to the posts page as well as the Patch Highlights page. The first new 

species was a Small Heath butterfly [no picture due to me messing with camera at the 

time], secondly an Azure Damselfly, and thirdly a Yellow Shell Moth, fourth a 

Small Tortoiseshell Caterpillar, and last a Large Skipper Butterfly, other wildlife 

on site this week my first Meadow Brown Butterfly on site, Small White Butterfly, 

birds on site Wren, Nuthatch, Blackbird, and Swift {This now takes my Butterfly 

count on this site to 17 species, 5 species of Odonata, 3 species of Moth, with 59 

species of bird, not bad for a small site} 

 

Azure Damselfly 



 

Small Tortoiseshell Underwing 

 

 

Yellow Shell 

 

 

Catapillar Small Tortoiseshell 



 

Large Skipper 

 

 

June 18
th 

Old Moor RSPB 

It was either a visit to Blacktoft Sands or Old Moor today and Old Moor won the toss 

due to the fact it has a cafe easy really no competition. The day was overcast with a 

little wind so the insects were very thin on the ground Azure and Blue Tailed 

Damselflies the only Odanata seen and no butterflies. Birds were a little bit more in 

evidence with me adding a new Old Moor species to my list with Black Necked 

Grebe, other birds around from the family hide were the Med Gulls, Redshank, 

Black Headed Gulls, Sand Martins, Little Grebe, Lapwing. 

We moved on to the wader scrape hide adding Reed Warbler, Dunnock and Reed 

Bunting on the way at the hide we saw Green Sandpiper, more Redshank, Tufted 

Duck, Shoveler and Gadwall. We soon moved on to the Wath Ings hide seeing a fly 

by Kingfisher, twice, also at Wath Ings plenty of Swifts, a couple of House Martins 

along with more Sand Martins and a solitary Grey Heron. 

It was soon break time and Gannets Cafe was the venue for a well-earned coffee and 

cake but it wasn’t long before we were soon back out this time looking around the 

Dragonfly ponds looking for the ever elusive Dragonflies but not today, maybe next 

time, no photos today but we have a list as always :- 

In no particular order > Tree Sparrow Bullfinch, Greenfinch, Chaffinch, Robin, Blue 

Tit, Great Tit, Woodpigeon, Collard Dove, Magpie, Willow Warbler, Coot, Moorhen, 

Mallard, Black Headed Gull, Mediterranean Gull, Canada Goose, Greylag Goose, 

Black Necked Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Little Grebe, Tufted Duck, Sand Martin, 

Lapwing, Dunnock, Reed Warbler, reed Bunting, Green Sandpiper, Redshank, 

Jackdaw, Starling, Mute Swan, Shoveler, Gadwall, Swift, Kestrel, Oystercatcher, 



Kingfisher, Pied Wagtail, Grey Heron, House Martin, Ringed Plover, Linnet, 

Blackbird and Azure Damselfly, Blue Tailed Damselfly 

 

June 24
th 

Thurstonland Bank 

I decided to check out a new site this week namely Thurstonland Bank, it’s within My 

Patch area at SE159101, mainly for Butterflies but my ears are always listening for 

birds and there was a few bird species around mainly Whitethroat, Willow Warbler 

and Chiffchaff and at one point a fly over Buzzard. The Butterflies there in 

abundance were Common Blue, Ringlet and Small Heath (I think Small Heath 

should be renamed Tiny Heath) along with a couple of Speckled Woods. I spent a 

couple of hours here mainly taking photos on what promises to be a good butterfly 

site, a Dark Green Fritillary was seen a couple of weeks back, there was also a few 

day flying moths Brown Silver Line was the only one I got a name on. 

 

Small Heath 

 



 

Common Blue 

 

It was on then to the old Bulcliffe Colliery site in the vain hope of some Dragonflies 

but with the day turning more cloudy and the wind picking up it was a slim chance 

and it was there was none seen whilst I was there. However wildlife is always about 

and the place was awash with 5 Spot Burnet Moths they were everywhere you had to 

be careful where you were walking the place was that alive with them. Large White, 

Large Skipper and Ringlet butterflies were also on site along with Latticed Heath 

and Yellow Shell Moths and a few Bee Orchids still hanging on, there was also a 

couple of bird species about namely Yellowhammer and Goldfinch 

 

5 Spot Burnet Moth 

 



 

Bee Orchid 

 

June 26
th 

Local Ponds 

A quick visit down to the local area ponds in the vain hope of finding a few Dragons, 

My walk started with viewing a few Butterflies namely Ringlets and Meadow 

Browns with a few Whites thrown in along with a couple of Speckled Woods. On 

arrival at the ponds it seemed it was going to be a wasted trip but just sitting and 

waiting can bring great rewards and so it did, Damselflies started to appear Large 

Red and Azures flitting amongst the pond vegetation and over the pond lilies and 

then a Dragonfly came into view and was lost again but it soon came around as it 

made its way along its patrol path I soon made it out to be a Emperor Dragonfly, 

light green body and blue tail a great ending to a couple of hours watching on a local 

site goes to show check out those local sites 



 

Emperor Dragonfly 

 

 

Large Red Damselfly 

 

 



 

July 1
st 

Fairburn Ings RSPB 

It was to Fairburn Ings again and since it was a warm day we thought we would go to 

see what Dragonflies were about, did I mention there was two Spoonbill’s about at 

Fairburn as well, so hopefully they were still there. Arrived at 10:30am and headed to 

the visitor centre for the Spoonbill information they were on main bay but not seen 

today, off we headed anyway the walk would do us good. During our walk we saw a 

variety of Damselflies and Butterflies mainly Ringlet and Meadow Brown, Speckled 

Wood, Green Veined White, Gatekeeper, Red Admiral, Azure Damselfly, White 

Ermine Moth but the prize of the day went to a Moth, one I’ve never seen before, a 

Hummingbird Hawk Moth fantastic and it was too turn out to be one of two we saw 

during the day. 

 

Hummingbird Hawk Moth 

Back to the birds we finally arrived at the hide were the spoonbills were last seen to 

find they hadn’t been seen by the guy who had been sat there a while so with a bit of 

scanning and patience we finally found one Spoonbill in the classic pose of being a 

sleep it did awake now and again just to show us why it was a spoonbill however it 

was too far away to photograph. Back to the centre for dinner and a bit more Dragon 

watching Large Red Damselflies, Azure Damselflies, Blue Tailed Damselflies, 

Banded Demoiselle (Female) and Common Darter rounded the day off no larger 

Dragons about but the Hummingbird Hawk Moths more than made up for that. 

 



 

White Ermine Moth 

Day List in no order :- 

Robin, Dunnock, Goldfinch, Collard Dove, Woodpigeon, Stock Dove, Spoonbill, 

Mute Swan, Teal, Shelduck, Mallard, Great Crested Grebe, Willow Warbler, 

Chiffchaff, Whitethroat, Reed Warbler, Blue Tit, Tree Sparrow, Common Tern, 

Greenfinch, Lapwing, Oysetercatcher, Blackbird, Cormorant, Hummingbird Hawk 

Moth, Gatekeeper, Ringlet, Meadow Brown, Small White, Large White, Speckled 

Wood, Red Admiral, Green Veined White, Large Red Damselfly, Azure Damselfly, 

Blue Tailed Damselfly, Common Darter 

 

July 3
rd 

Local Ponds 

A quick visit back down to the local area ponds in the vain hope of finding a few 

more Dragons, my walk started with viewing a few Butterflies namely Ringlets and 

Meadow Browns with a few Whites thrown in along with a couple of Speckled 

Woods more or less the same as last week. On arrival at the ponds it seemed it was 

going to be a wasted trip again but just sitting and waiting can bring great rewards and 

so it did, Damselflies started to appear Large Red and Azures and a Blue Tailed 

Damselfly flitting amongst the pond vegetation, then a Dragonfly came into view but 

was lost again it soon came around as it made its way along its patrol path I soon 

made it out to be a Emperor Dragonfly which in passing made another Dragonfly 

come in to view, a Four Spotted Chaser you can’t bet the feeling of finding 

something new yourself on a local patch, brilliant I sat and watched for a few 

moments and took a few photos as a record. A bit more looking turned up another 

Emperor so two on site, a great ending to a couple of hours watching, check out those 

local sites. 



 

 

 

Four Spotted Chaser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

July 7
th 

Work Patch 

Another great week on the work patch, goes to show again that there is wildlife in 

those places you wouldn’t think of so don’t just keep to those nature reserve get out 

on the back garden places and look, 3 new species for the patch a dinner time walk 

around the top pond had me getting sight of quiet a lot of Damselflies, namely Azure 

Damselflies but careful looking brought out my first  Blue Tailed Damselfly 

followed by my second first Large Red Damselfly then out of the corner of my eye I 

caught the sight of a Dragonfly my third first a splendid Emperor Dragonfly bingo 

sure is great finding something new on your patch. Butterflies this week included 

Small Skipper, Large Skipper, Speckled Wood, Ringlet, Meadow Brown, Small 

Tortoiseshell and the birds Bullfinch, Chiffchaff, Song Thrush, Grey Heron and 

Nuthatch 

 

 

July 9
th 

Old Moor RSPB 

With the jobs done and out of the way in the morning we rewarded ourselves with a 

trip out to Old Moor in the vain hope that we would get to see some Dragonflies for 

our day menu. After having our sandwiches on arrival we made our way on to the 

reserve with our first stop being the feeders to catch up on some common bird species 

Tree Sparrow, Chaffinch, Bullfinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Collard Dove, 

Woodpigeon, Robin, Dunnock, Great Tit and Blue Tit all made a good start to the 

day. The nettle bed favoured by Damselflies had been chopped down since our last 

visit so we made our way to the pond dipping pools. Dragonflies were proving 

difficult to find there was the odd 6 Spot Burnet Moth about but it wasn’t until the 

last pond that a Dragonfly flew past, then another, on counting there was two Four 

Spotted Chasers, Brown Hawker with a Common Darter joining them, they were 

beautiful to watch and at one point buzzed us whilst we stood on the bridge over 

looking them, fantastic, that lead us nicely into a coffee break. 

 



 

Four Spotted Chaser 

 

 

Brown Hawker 

 

After coffee we made our way down towards Green lane firstly passing the big pond 

on the left were we found a Emperor Dragonfly great start to part 2 of the day. On 

Green lane we watched Azure Damselflies, Small Skippers, Meadow Browns, 

Gatekeepers, Blue Tailed and Common Blue Damselflies, we did finally hit the 

wader scrape hide to find Oh yes some birds Common Sandpiper, Ringed Plover, 

Little Grebe and Pied Wagtail to name but a few , a great day out 

 



The Species List for the day in no particular order :- 

Woodpigeon, Oystercatcher, Tree Sparrow, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Robin, Dunnock, 

Collard Dove, Black Headed Gull, Blackbird, Magpie, Moorhen, Coot, Chaffinch, 

Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Lesser Black Backed Gull, Cormorant, Starling, Canada 

Goose, Common Tern, Lapwing, Common Sandpiper, Swift, Mute Swan, Great 

Crested Grebe, Crow, Greylag Goose, Little Grebe, Ringed Plover, Pied Wagtail, 6 

Spot Burnet Moth, Small Tortoiseshell, Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Green Veined 

White, Small Skipper, Comma, Azure Damselfly, Common Blue Damselfly, Blue 

Tailed damselfly, Common Darter, Brown Hawker, Emperor Dragonfly, Four Spotted 

Chaser 

 

July 15
th 

Work Patch Week 28 

Not much to report this week no visits out due to work and family commitments but 

the week saw the arrival of a new baby my Pentax K-r DSLR camera > Review but 

the new macro lens didn’t come mix up, so hopefully next week a dedicated macro 

lens will appear, so I have to make do with the kit lens which is okay ‘ish but no were 

near as good as a dedicated lens so I have been getting used to the feel of the camera, 

finding my way around it etc etc. 

The wildlife this week has been quiet but I have had my first Gatekeeper butterflies 

this week along with the usual Meadow Browns, Ringlet, Green-veined Whites, 

Small Skippers, Commas, Large Whites, Small Whites, Red Admiral, Small 

Tortoiseshells. This week has also given me a new Moth species in the form of a 

Swallow tailed Moth (see photo) and the bad news this week the local farmer has cut 

my butterfly field down so I am hoping I will find similar species but now I will have 

to look in a different location 



 

Swallow Tailed Moth 

 

and a couple of pictures with the new toy using a 18-55mm kit lens 

 

 

Small Tortoiseshell 



 

Meadow Brown 

 

 

July 24
th 

Blacktoft Sands and Brockadale 

The week ended with a high seeing my first Small Copper of the year a on my work 

Patch along with the usual species see My Patch Highlights at Week 29 

Friday was a visit out to Blacktoft Sands in the hope of seeing the Marsh Sandpiper 

that had been reported for most of the week, you guessed it, when I arrived at 9am 

that day it had not been seen that morning and wasn’t seen all day that day, it would 

have been a welcome addition to the Yorkshire List but never mind. The birds on 

show today were Avocet, Spotted Redshanks, Redshanks, Green Sandpipers, 

Dunlin, Black tailed Godwits, Little Egret, Spoonbills, Grey Heron, Marsh 

Harriers, Pied Wagtails and 2 for the year list Ruff and Yellow Wagtail, here’s a 

video of some of them  enjoy and not not to forget Woodpigeon, Lapwing and Sedge 

Warblers. A couple of Butterfly species included Speckled Wood, Meadow Brown 

and Small White and an unidentified Dragonfly. 

After Blacktoft I moved on to one of the YWT Butterfly reserves this one is at 

Brockadale  grid ref is SE514173 and it was on the way back home so I dropped in for 

a few hours. Today’s Butterflies on show were Brimstone, Large Skiper, Small 



Skipper, Ringlet, Meadow Brown, Green-veined White, Large White, 

Gatekeepers, Common Blue, and the one I went looking for Marbled White, I 

didn’t find this till the end of the day but find I did, also lots and lots of 6 Spot 

Burnet Moths these were everywhere. Some birds were also seen especially 

Yellowhammers there was a couple of soaring Buzzard in the mid day heat and 

Goldfinch. One of the most unexpected finds of the day was a Male Banded 

Demosielle, always expect the unexpected, day over 

The end of the week 24
th

 saw me down at the Local ponds finding more Gatekeepers, 

Meadow Browns, Green-veined Whites and Speckled Woods with a few Dragonfly 

species thrown in Emperor, Common Darter and a Common Hawker with a 

couple of Damselfly species to boot these being Blue Tailed and Azure Damselflies, 

proving there is wildlife on your doorstep, so get out and look, here are a few pics of 

the day. 

 

 

Small Skipper 

 



 

Common Darter 

 

And a view of the Brockadale Nature Reserve 

 

 

 

 

 

 



July 30
th 

Rutland Water and Fermyn Woods 

A weekend away in Rutland and what a glorious sunny weekend it was we hit it on 

the nose, our day out was Saturday and the first port of call was Rutland Water itself. 

Our stop was at the Lyndon Centre Reserve along the south shore mainly for 

Butterflies and Osprey. Our walk took us towards the Manton Bay area of the reserve 

and during our walk we saw Green-veined Whites, Red Admirals, Meadow 

Browns, Ringlets, Speckled Woods, Gatekeepers, Peacocks, Brimstone, Common 

Blue Damselflies, Large Red Damselflies, Common Darter Dragonflies, and after 

all that we finally arrived at the Wadersrape Hide. Here it was birds and the Ospreys, 

we saw 2 adult birds and 3 young from this year, on the nest and nearby posts, along 

with the Ospreys, Shelduck, Tufted Duck, Cormorant, Little Egret (4), Lapwing, 

Sedge Warbler, Common Tern and Buzzard. After all that we decided on a trip 

down to Fermyn Woods  for more Butterflies, from Rutland Lyndon Reserve its about 

a 40 minute journey. 

The price at Fermyn is the Purple Emperor and with some inside knowledge we set 

off on a long walk seeing Holly Blues, Red Admirals, Peacocks, Large Skippers, 

Small Skippers, Green-veined Whites, Large Whites, Comma, Meadow Browns, 

Speckled Woods, Gatekeepers, Ringlet, Common Blue and lastly our price a 

female Purple Emperor and with that we set off back seeing more of the same along 

with a White Admiral, Migrant Hawker and back at the car park a male Banded 

Demoiselle, what a brilliant day and of course the List :- 

Sedge Warbler, Ospreys, Buzzard, Hobby, Kestrel, Shelduck, Tufted Duck, Coot, 

Moorhen, Gadwall, Mallard, Cormorant, Little Egret, Lapwing, Sparrowhawk, Blue 

Tit, Long Tailed Tit, Bullfinch, Willow Warbler, Canada Goose, Black Headed Gull, 

Common Tern, Brimstone, Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Common Blue, Gatekeeper, 

Green-veined White, Red Admiral, Peacock, Speckled Wood, Large Skipper, Small 

Skipper, Large White, Holly Blue, White Admiral, Ringlet, Purple Emperor, Banded 

Demoiselle, Common Darter, Migrant Hawker, Blue Tailed Damselfly, Common 

Blue Damselfly, Large Red Damselfly 

And a few pics thrown in 



 

Gatekeeper 

 

 

Shield Bug 

 



 

White Admiral 

 

 

Gatekeeper 

 

 

 

 



 

and a record shot of Holly Blue Butterfly 

 

Holly Blue 

 

August 12
th 

Old Moor RSPB 

I had a highlight this week on the work patch with a Hobby going thru being actively 

seen off the patch by a horde of Swallows. The Hobby did try catching one or two of 

the Swallows which was great for me to see but the Swallows didn’t like it, so having 

ganged up on it the Hobby soon moved thru, This week wasn’t great for insects but it 

was good to see Small Coppers on the work patch in the one day we did get some 

sunshine. 

But its been an Old Moor week this week with our first visit on Tuesday 9th for the 

organised Bat Watch this was a great outing and a time for learning. The event started 

at 8pm with a finish time of 10pm the first 45 minutes was all talk going into the 

background of bats, how many species etc. but we were soon out walking the paths 

with bat detectors in hand. We ended up hearing 3 species of bat from the 5 found at 

Old Moor these were Common Pipistrelle, Soprano Pipistrelle and Noctule, leaving 

Daubentons and Brown Eared for another day, looking forward to the next one on the 

6th of September. 

My next visit was on the 12th with the hope of finding a few waders moving thru and 

maybe a couple of Dragonfly Hawkers species as well. The insects went out the 

window with what the weather had given me but the day was saved with a few waders 

going thru these were Green Sandpiper (7), Knot (1), Greenshank (4) , and 



Redshank. Other birds of note on the day were Snipe, Grey Herons, Common 

Tern, Sand Martins, Kestrel, and Great Spotted Woodpecker. The Lapwing flock 

now appears to be building up nicely at Old Moor. After a couple of hours in Wath 

Ings hide the day seemed to have had warmed up a little so I made my back via the 

pools catching sight of Common Blue, Blue Tailed, Azure and Large Red 

Damselflies, 2 Common Blue Butterflies and a Small Tortoiseshell and a Brown 

Hawker not for the hoped for Southern, that was the day I was happy I had my 

Greenshank the bird I had come for. 

 

 

Small Copper 

 

 

Common Blue > Female 



 

August 17
th 

Warton Craggs and Arnside Knott 

The forecast was good so I booked the Wednesday of work (17th) and made my way 

up to a couple of recently found Butterfly sites Warton Crag and Arnside Knott. First 

call was Warton Crag landing at about 9 o’clock in the quarry car park. I made my 

way out the right side of the car park and along the footpaths not knowing the area it 

was guess work, I found myself on the side of the crag watching some Common Blue 

Butterflies along with Meadow Brown, Speckled Woods, Red Admiral and Small 

Copper 

 

Red Admiral 

My reason for coming up into Cumbria was Arnside Knott so after an hour I left 

Warton Crag and 20 minutes later landed at Arnside Knott 

 



View from Arnside Knott 

 

Walking up the hill and thru the small wood I came into a small glade being hit by the 

sun and then saw the butterfly I had come to see, in flight it appears small and black 

this was the Scotch Argus and Arnside Knott was one of the better places to see this 

small beauty, as the day went on I found that the Scotch Argus was rather numerous 

here. The tally of Butterfly species for the day wasn’t good but there was plenty to 

see, a few Speckled Woods, Graylings, Meadow Brown and a rather worn Dark 

Green Fritillary. Whilst here I got talking to a guy who put me on to Gait Burrows, it 

was there I ended up on my way back home seeing again Speckled Woods, Green 

veined White and Grayling.  

 

 

 

Speckled Wood 

 



 

Scotch Argus 

 

 

Scotch Argus 

 



 

Grayling 

 

 

 

More photos at my flickr, if you want to find out about these sites see my Butterfly 

tab 

The end of the week (19th) saw me at a local site looking at the gorgeous Wall Butterfly 

 

Wall Brown 

 



August 29
th 

Old Moor RSPB 

Bank Holiday Monday and after a long weekend it was time to play out our visit was 

again down to Old Moor RSPB in the vain hope of a few Hawkers. 

The walk from the car park along the car park hedges produced a couple of Common 

Darter enjoying the limited sunshine as we made our move towards Warbler Way for 

the first part of the day. Large White and Common Blue Butterflies were soon 

evident as we strolled along the Trans Pennine Trial 

 

Common Blue 

We soon encountered more Common Darters along with a couple of rather worn 

Meadow Brown Butterflies and some smart-looking Small Coppers with Common 

Blue Damselflies in and amongst. 

The second part of the day we spent on the reserve seeing some bird life which started 

before the reception centre with someone don’t know how they did it but they did 

because they were well hidden in the nearby tree 2 Tawny Owls which became the 

centre of attention for a lot of people. On to the reserve and from the wader and 

family hides there was good numbers of Little Grebes and Coots along with lesser 

numbers of Gadwall, Mallard, Teal, Canada Geese, Cormorant, the Sand Martins 



were still very much evident near the man-made banking and we saw a single 

Common Swift over the reserve. Waders in attendance were Common Sandpiper, 

Ruff, Lapwing, and Greenshank 

 

Greenshank 

Sitting in hides wasn’t finding any Hawkers so we decided on coffee and then back to 

the pond dipping pools to see if we could find any hawkers, as we made our way back 

for coffee I encountered my first Emerald Damselfly for the year a beautiful Male. 

After coffee and cake it was on to the pond dipping pools and Common Darters were 

again soon encountered, but it wasn’t till we had nearly finished walking around the 

pools that my wife pointed out a larger Dragonfly, this turned out to be a Male 

Migrant Hawker, patrolling his territory and soon after this we picked out a Female 

Migrant Hawker in the reed bed egg laying, but she turned out to be a bit camera-

shy hiding herself behind the reed stems. Well we enjoyed one hawker for the day 

maybe September will bring some more. 



 

Common Darter 

 

 

September 2
nd 

Thunderbridge Meadows 

End of the week with a couple of hours to spare I thought I would venture out to a 

local Butterfly site in the vain hope of seeing something due to the poor week at work, 

cows are back in the field, I needed a cheer up. 

There didn’t appear much at first but when you came across some sunny glades there 

was one or two butterflies about with the local Buzzards overhead and the noisy 

Nuthatch calling from within the tress and not to be out done a Great Spotted 

Woodpecker joined in and then a Kingfisher on the stream made its presence known 

with the high-pitched call. 

Back to the butterflies there were Speckled Woods, Comma, Green veined Whites 

and a Small Tortoiseshell today nothing unusual was seen I was hoping for maybe a 

Painted Lady to round the year off but no. I also visited the local ponds finding a 

single Speckled Wood along with a Migrant Hawker a Green woodpecker 

“yaffling” and a few Swallows hawking the fields 

 



 

 

Small Tortoiseshell 

 

Comma 

 

 

 



 

September 10
th 

Thunderbridge, Old Moor and Bradley Hall Farm 

Another Batty week again at Old Moor RSPB on Tuesday the 6th, kick off was at 

7:30pm, the rain had stopped but the winds were still blowing a gale I didn’t hold out 

much hope of seeing much tonight but a Noctule put in a brief appearance which I 

didn’t pick up on and a couple of Soprano Pipistrelle graced us with their presence, 

but these were found well out of the wind around the back of the Visitor Centre. 

Friday the 9th again down at Thunderbridge Meadows in the vain hope of catching a 

couple of late Butterflies I arrived late morning and the temperature was around the 

19° mark there was a stonking fresh Red Admiral about along with a few Speckled 

Woods and that was about it, birds included Buzzard, Nuthatch and Great Spotted 

Woodpecker. 

Saturday the 10th turned out to be better weather wise it was a warm still night so 

with the experience we had gained from the Old Moor bat walks we decided on 

finding or own locally. Find we did brilliant night with fantastic views and numerous 

Noctule bats about with Soprano and Common Pipistrelles too with Sopranos being 

the numerous a few Owls were out too with Little and Tawny Owls present 

 

Speckled Wood 

 



 

September 24
th 

Break in Norfolk 

Once again we found ourselves heading to Norfolk for a weeks break along the North 

Coast, stopping again at the Green Lawn House in Overstrand, Monday the 19th was 

our travelling day encountering a variety of bird species along the way highlights 

being Hobby and Common Buzzard. Our first port of call was Cley Spy for a new 

coat and then back to the coast for tea and cake at the Cley Nature Reserve ending up 

at Coastguards for a little bit of birding catching sight of a few Gannets and 

Sandwich Terns passing by with Meadow Pipits, Linnets, Curlews and Black 

tailed Godwits in the fields. 

List for Today no particular order :- Woodpigeon, Hobby, Swallow, Rook, Crow, 

Jackdaw, Starling, Kestrel, Buzzard, Black-headed Gull, Common Gull, Great Black-

backed Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Curlew, Sandwich Tern, Gannet, Meadow 

Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Shelduck, Teal, Linnet, Tawny Owl, Cormorant, Canada Goose, 

Greylag Goose, Mute Swan, Sparrowhawk 

Wednesday the 21st was birding day and we started at Titchwell RSPB reserve by the 

time we arrived the car park was already starting to get full, the weather was good but 

a little bit windy. We made our way onto the reserve hearing a Cettis Warbler near 

the centre. Down near the first hide and viewing from the footpath onto the reserve we 

picked out a few waders nearby, Ringed Plovers and Dunlins were numerous, but we 

picked out four Little Stints and three Curlew Sandpipers amongst them but they 

were not settling and were soon taking flight. 

We located the new Parrinder Hide, you can’t miss it, and made our way towards it 

seeing Grey Heron, Little Egret, Redshank we also saw a Whinchat which 

someone kindly pointed out to us. Settling in to the new hide area and now out of the 

wind we picked up a few more birds Ruffs, Grey Plover, Pied Wagtails, Yellow 

Wagtails (2), a Sparrowhawk went thru, Teal, Mallard, Shovelers, Sand Martin, 

House martin, Swallows, Knot, Oystercatcher, Greenshank, Bar Tailed Godwit, 

Black Tailed Godwit so plenty to feast upon. We had dinner here before moving off 

down towards the sea but didn’t see much more down here but a few passing 

Gannets. 

With Titchwell over we called in at Holkham on our way thru to the digs seeing a lot 

of Greylag Geese here but there were Pink Footed Geese in there as well. We had a 

walk onto the nearest hide not seeing much bird life but quiet a few Butterflies about 

in the late sunshine manly Red Admirals and Commas. 

 

 

 



List for Today [Titchwell] no particular order:- Woodpigeon, Marsh Harrier, Kestrel, 

Sparrowhawk, Pied Wagtail, Yellow Wagtail, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Chaffinch, 

Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Meadow Pipit, Reed Bunting, Gannet, Ringed Plover, Grey 

Plover, Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, Redshank, Greenshank, Bar Tailed Godwit, 

Black Tailed Godwit, Curlew, Avocet, Little Egret, Grey Heron, Cettis Warbler, 

Collard Dove, Sandwich Tern, Moorhen, Coot, Mallard, Teal, Shoveler, Greylag 

Goose, Canada Goose, Egyptian Goose, Shelduck, Little Grebe, Oystercatcher, 

Lapwing, Knot, Ruff, Sand Martin, House Martin, Swallow, Whinchat, Common 

Darter, Migrant Hawker, Speckled Wood, Red Admiral, Large White 

List For Today [Holkham] no particular order :- Goldcrest, Gadwall, Teal, Wigeon, 

Mallard, Shoveler, Woodpigeon, Robin, Greylag Goose, Pink Footed Goose, Buzzard, 

Little Grebe, Lapwing, Dunnock, Comma, Red Admiral, Common darter 

Thursday the 22nd we had a day out on the Broads this one being Ranworth Broad 

mainly for the day out but birds were seen Peregrine, Marsh Harrier,Cettis 

Warbler and Kingfisher to name a few. Dragonflies especially Common Darter 

were evident along with a Southern Hawker. 

List for Today :- Marsh Harrier, Sparrowhawk, Peregrine, Common Tern, Black-

headed Gull, Great Crested Grebe, Mallard, Tufted Duck, Greylag Goose, 

Cormorant, Cettis Warbler, Grey Heron, Kingfisher, Coot, Chaffinch, Mute Swan, 

Common Darter, Southern Hawker, Speckled Wood, Red Admiral, Large White 

Our last day we stopped of at Cley Nature Reserve on the way back home for a couple 

of hours catching up with Spoonbill, Green Sandpiper and more Curlew 

Sandpipers 

List for Today no particular order :- Black-headed Gull, Curlew Sandpiper, Green 

Sandpiper, Dunlin, Black Tailed Godwit, Ruff, Mute Swan, Greylag Goose, Canada 

Goose, Spoonbill, Pied Wagtail, Wren, Swallow, Linnet, Meadow Pipit, Lapwing, 

Teal, Wigeon, Mallard, Migrant Hawker, Common Darter 

                      

 

 

 



 

Ranworth Broad 

 

 

Ranworth Broad Wildlife Centre 

 

 



 

Titchwell 

 

 

Black Headed Gull 

 

 

 

 

 

 



September 26
th 

Pectoral Sandpiper at Pugneys 

One of these beauties showed up at Pugneys Country Park over the weekend of the 

24th September and I was lucky enough to be having the Monday the 26th of work 

and for once the bird actually stayed. So it was I found myself down at Pugneys after 

the business I had to do looking at a Juv Pectoral Sandpiper to within about 50 feet 

my closest encounter yet, but alas no scope but having said that you really didn’t need 

it, but I did happen to have the Canon SX220 with me so I did manage some video.  

 

 

September 26
th 

Old Moor RSPB 

Old Moor seems to be the place for me to be this year and I found myself there again 

in glorious sunshine on Friday the 30th, might have been a bit too much sun today I 

believe it reached the 80° degree mark, for late September that’s something. I took 

along the Macro lens today in the vain hope of a few late Darters there was a load of 

Common Darters about one even graced the hat I was wearing. Along with the 

Common were a few Migrant Hawkers 

 

Huddsbirder 

 



The Birds around today from the hides we visited (Family, Wath Ings and Reedbed) 

were :- 

Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Wigeon, Gadwall, Teal, Mallard, Shoveler, Tufted Duck, 

Cormorant, Grey Heron, Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Moorhen, Coot, Ringed 

Plover, Golden Plover, Lapwing, Dunlin, Greenshank, Black-headed Gull, 

Woodpigeon, Magpie, Jackdaw, Crow, Starling, Blackbird, Robin, Tree Sparrow, 

Pied Wagtail, Greenfinch, Linnet 

The number of Golden Plovers are building up on the Wath Ings site, these had a few 

waders with them Dunlin, Greenshank and Lapwing. The Ringed Plovers were 

seen from the Reedbed Hide a little party of six birds 

 

Common Darter 

 

October 7
th 

Old Moor and Ingbirchworth Res 

Another visit out to Old Moor to try to see the reported Jack Snipe that had been seen 

over the last couple of week, I planted myself in the Bittern Hide the area which it had 

been seen over the last couple of days for an hour and a half, I saw Water Rail (a me 

first for Old Moor) , Coots, Little Grebes, Tufted Duck, Canada Geese, Lapwing, 

Crows. Cormorant, Mute Swans, Golden Plover, Starling, a covey of eight Grey 

Partridge (another me first for Old Moor List now standing at 107) but alas no Jack 

Snipe I moved on. Moving back to the ponds to see if I could find any Dragonflies, 

there was still plenty of Common Darters about but I didn’t catch sight of anything 

else. I moved to the Gannets cafe for dinner and over dinner I decided to go back 

home via a couple of sites in the HBW (The Patch) a place I hadn’t been for a while 

due mainly to the dog population on the local reservoirs and of course the disrespect 



for the bird life by the owners despite the number of signs outlining my dogs should 

be on leads etc etc. Anyway I arrived at Ingbirchworth Res. to find a dog not on a 

lead, point taken, nothing changed here then, I looked over the birds anyway since I 

was here, there was plenty of Mallards, Black-headed Gulls with Lesser Black-

backed Gulls (4), Common Gulls (6), lots of Canada Geese, Pink Footed Geese 

(2), a large flock of Chaffinch got my attention for about 20 minutes looking out for a 

Brambling wasn’t to be my day. 

The sign outlining why dog owners should have dogs on leads and why people 

shouldn’t go down to the water’s edge to throw stones, seems plain enough to 

me…….so why do so many people ignore it ??????……is it because so many people 

can’t read or are we living in a very selfish society these days????? 

 

 

With of course a couple of views from Old Moor RSPB vast becoming my favourite 

place to be!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 



 

 

 

 

October 21
st 

Old Moor RSPB 

Once again out at Old Moor looking for that elusive Jack Snipe but our first call was 

at Wombwell Ings next door to Old Moor and fresh in from Scandinavia were plenty 

of Redwing, Fieldfare and Blackbirds with the odd Mistle Thrush thrown in, 

supporting cast were Greenfinch and Goldfinch with Long Tailed, Blue and Great 

Tits along the hedgerows, Pied Wagtails and Red legged Partridge and Lapwings 

in the fields, Black-headed Gulls overhead. 



After all that excitement we finally arrived at Old Moor at 9am okay 30mins early but 

the car park feeders held Greenfinch and Tree Sparrows so we watched those until 

the reserve opened up. When we were on the reserve we headed straight up to the 

Bittern hide, last reported place for Jack Snipe and Water Pipit, seeing Lesser 

Redpolls, and Kestrel by the wayside, we also had great views of a Kingfisher on 

one of the ponds. 

After about an hour in the hide the Jack Snipe once again beat me, we did see 

Whooper Swans (10) go thru and along with Redshank and Common Sandpiper 

we did have something to watch. On then to Reedbed hide in the vain hope of it 

having moved next door. Water Rail was seen but still no Jack Snipe or Water Pipit. 

We heard reports of a Red Kite flying thru so it was all out the hide for a moment to 

catch it making its way thru Old Moor. 

After no success we decided on a toilet break and then down to Wath Ings hide for 

some waders. After the toilet we moved into the feeder hide next to the centre to see a 

Stoat take out a Rat and drag it in to one of the nearby bushes, with a Grey Wagtail 

looking on from the visitor centre roof. At Wath Ings the Golden Plover flock was 

now a few hundred strong and careful scoping thru the flock revealed a few Dunlin 

and Ringed Plovers amongst them, but we couldn’t keep away from the Jack Snipe 

and we were soon back at the Reedbed hide, after about a 30mins wait and of 

watching very little the Jack Snipe finally put in a 20 min appearance to the 

assembled group, another one for the Old Moor list now at 108 

The Day List:- Mute Swan, Whooper Swan, Greylag Goose, Canada Goose, Wigeon, 

Teal, Mallard, Shoveler, Tufted Duck, Red-legged Partridge, Pheasant, Cormorant, 

Grey Heron, Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Red Kite, Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, 

Water Rail, Moorhen, Coot, Ringed Plover, Golden Plover, Lapwing, Dunlin, Jack 

Snipe, Common Sandpiper, Redshank, Black-headed Gull, Common Gull, Stock Dove, 

Woodpigeon, Kingfisher, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Magpie, Jackdaw, Crow, Blue 

Tit, Long Tailed Tit, Starling, Blackbird, Fieldfare, Redwing, Mistle Thrush, Robin, 

Dunnock, Tree Sparrow, Grey Wagtail, Pied Wagtail, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, 

Goldfinch, Linnet, Lesser Redpoll, Bullfinch 

November 12
th 

American Wigeon and Jack Snipe 

Friday the 11th we had a quick trip out to Anglers Country Park to find the American 

Wigeon, a species of duck I hadn’t seen since 1986 at Blacktoft Sands, it was a 

pleasure to see this species again. The bird, a fine Drake, was found on the reservoir 

next to Anglers CP called Wintersett  and was giving splendid views along with many 

other species of wildfowl, Eurasian Wigeon, Pochard, Goldeneye, Mallard, Tufted 

Duck, Shoveler, Teal, Gadwall, Coot, Mute Swan, Great Crested Grebe, Little 

Grebe, and at one point a fly past Kingfisher. With good views had we moved onto 

Anglers itself to see Pied Wagtail, Tree Sparrow, Willow Tit, Long Tailed Tit, 

Blue Tit, Great Tit, Redwing, Fieldfare, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Robin 

Chaffinch, well worth the morning trip out 



Saturday the 12
th

 we had a trip to Potteric Carr a quieter day out in birds seen but my 

second Jack Snipe of the year at the first hide we went into, Decoy Hide, was a 

welcome sight, Common Darters were on the wing on this mild November day in 

front of the hide along with Cormorants, Gadwall, Teal, Shovelers, Black Headed 

Gulls, Mute Swans and Grey Heron alas no Bittern. Willow Pool hide is where we 

stopped next and coming into the feeders were Blue, Great, Coal and Willow Tit, 

Reed Buntings, Robin, Chaffinch and around the feeders Great Spotted 

Woodpecker, Bullfinch, Jay, Moorhens, and Pheasants. We ended the day at 

Huxter Wells Hide to find a cracking Male Pintail along with many a Lapwing and 

Golden Plover 

Also at Potteric Carr there were many a Fungi species about including (the ones I 

could ID), Fly Agaric, Jews Ears, Common Inkcap, Blushing Bracket and Shaggy 

Inkcap 

Weekend List :- Mute Swan, Greylag Goose, Canada Goose, Shelduck, Wigeon, 

American Wigeon, Gadwall, Teal, Mallard, Pintail, Shoveler, Pochard, Tufted Duck, 

Goldeneye, Pheasant, Cormorant, Grey Heron, Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, 

Kestrel, Moorhen, Coot, Golden Plover, Lapwing, Jack Snipe, Black-headed Gull, 

Woodpigeon, Kingfisher, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Magpie, Jay, Jackdaw, Crow, 

Goldcrest,Blue Tit, Great Tit, Coal Tit, Willow Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Wren, Starling, 

Blackbird, Fieldfare, Redwing, Mistle Thrush, Robin, Dunnock, Tree Sparrow, Pied 

Wagtail, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Bullfinch, Reed Bunting 

 

 

Shaggy Inkcap 



 

 

Blushing Bracket 

 

December 2
nd 

Great Northern Diver 

Pugneys had been holding a Great Northern Diver for about a week and Friday 2nd 

December was the only time I had of a quick visit in the hope of seeing it. We arrived 

parked up and within 5 minutes had located the Diver and to make things better it 

swam along in front of us giving us great views whilst it was actively feeding. Along 

with the diver on the main lake were Mute Swan, Cormorant, Grey Heron, Black-

headed Gulls, Coot, Moorhen, Mallard, Goldeneye, Gadwall, Tufted Duck, 

Canada Geese and a couple of Lesser Black-backed Gulls, no photos today due to 

time constraints 

 

 

 

 



 

December 25
th 

I would like to thank all my readers and wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year, see you all in 2012….with some new stuff 

 

 

 

 

December 27
th 

Old Moor RSPB 

Potteric Carr was shut today so on the chance of a Bittern we ended up at Old Moor 

which had been getting up to 2 coming in to roost most days, but today was not one of 

those days. We had a look at the new hide next to the visitor which is more photo 

friendly, bigger, and further into the garden itself. other birds we saw today included 

Grey Partridge, Wigeon, Gadwall, Teal, Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe and a 

Sparrowhawk hunting around the feeding areas looking for its meal. 

The Day List :- Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Wigeon, Gadwall, Teal, Mallard, 

Shoveler, Tufted Duck, Goldeneye, Grey Partridge, Pheasant, Cormorant, Grey 

Heron, Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Sparrowhawk, Buzzard, Kestrel, Moorhen, 

Coot, Lapwing, Black-headed Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Stock Dove, 

Woodpigeon, Magpie, Jackdaw, Crow, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Willow Tit, Long-tailed 

Tit, Starling, Blackbird, Redwing, Robin, Tree Sparrow, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, 

Lesser Redpoll, Bullfinch 



 

 

Long Tailed Tits 

 

 

 

December 31
st 

Potteric Carr YWT 

Out again on Bittern watch or watching spaces where Bittern should be, another place 

where Bittern had been seen daily up to today, I think they get wind of me going and 

then move on to reserves had been to a few days before. Anyway no Bittern today but 

a good walk around we had seeing various birds like Blue Tit, Great Tit and Long 

Tailed Tits. The main area for birdlife today was from around the Willow Pool Hide 

here we saw Coal Tit, Reed Bunting, Dunnock, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, 

Goldfinch, Robin, Pheasant, Dunnock, Bullfinch and Mallard. Outside the hide we 

had views of Redwing, Siskin, Redpolls and Blackbirds. A great day out ending off 

the 2011 wildlife year on a good note 

The Day List (in no order) :- Blue Tit, Great Tit, Magpie, Crow, Robin, Mute Swan, 

Blackbird, Long-tailed Tit, Mallard, Teal, Goldfinch, Wren, Bullfinch, Shelduck, 

Moorhen, Black-headed Gull, Shoveler, Lapwing, Chaffinch, Reed Bunting, Coal Tit, 

Coot,Pheasant, Greylag Goose, Dunnock, Redwing, Siskin, Lesser Black-backed 

Gull, Kestrel 

 

 



 

 

 

Reed Bunting 

 

 

Sunset over Willow Pool 


