
 

January 1st

Kick Start 
To get the New Year off to a start and to get the “scores on the doors” we decided on 
Anglers CP and Pugneys CP for the afternoons birding on New Years Day. We meet 
at my place getting the day off to a good start with a garden first in the shape of a 
Pied Wagtail. Arrived Anglers CP at about 12:30 in the afternoon adding Robin, 
Tree Sparrow, Chaffinch, Blue Tit, Great Tit and Goldfinch from around the bird 
feeders, in the fields Canada Goose and Lapwing then on to the boating lake adding 
wildfowl to the list Tufted Duck, Gadwall, Mallard, Goldeneye, Shoveler, 
Pochard, Coot, Moorhen, and a fly thru Kingfisher. Back on to the reserve part to 
get Scaup ♀ on the list along with Mute Swan, Great Crested and Little Grebes, 
and Wigeon. 

The news was coming thru that things were happening at Pugneys so we made a 20 
minute dash across town and landed at the Calder Wetlands part of Pugneys. It wasn’t 
long before we added Ring Necked Duck ♂ to the day list and then a 15 minute walk 
to add the ♂ Smew, Red Breasted Merganser and Goosander to the growing list. 
On then to the Nature Reserve at Pugneys to add Bittern with the Cettis Warbler 
and Water Rail only making it to the heard list and then to the boating lake to see 
once again the Ferruginous Duck

The day list ended at about 50 :- 

Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Cormorant, Bittern, Grey Heron, Mute 
Swan, Greylag Goose, Canada Goose, Wigeon, Gadwall, Teal, Mallard, Shoveler, 
Pochard, Ring Necked Duck ♂, Ferruginous Duck ♂, Tufted Duck, Scaup ♀, 
Goldeneye, Smew ♂, Red Breasted Merganser, Goosander, Kestrel, Water Rail, 
Moorhen, Coot, Redshank, Black Headed Gull, Common Gull, Lesser Blacked 
Backed Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black Backed Gull, Woodpigeon, Kingfisher, 
Pied Wagtail, Wren, Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Cettis Warbler, 
Blue Tit, Great Tit, Jay, Magpie, Carrion Crow, Starling, Tree Sparrow, 
Chaffinch, Goldfinch, 



 

January 8th

Snow Snow Snow 
Yep and lots of it one thing that is sure to get my spirits down is the white stuff and 
with the car in dock, brakes being fixed and with Britain in the grasp of zub zero 
temps down to minus 15 around Yorkshire, Nature Reserves shut due to dangerous 
conditions, there was only one thing to do to get the spirits on the way back up and 
that was a bit of birding. 

I planned my walk from work to home and I was soon into the birds as I started 
around the work patch Blue Tit, Great Tit, Blackbird, House Sparrows and 
Nuthatch. Up to Jumble Wood passing many garden feeders on the way and seeing 
the usual garden birds Great Tit, Blue Tit and Robins (and getting the odd looks 
from people as I stood around with a pair of binoculars, be careful how you use them 
if your out and about away from reverse) at the wood Nuthatch, Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, and lots of Long Tailed Tits. On then to Thurgory Lane, this would 
normally be green fields but today nothing but white stuff and then more Long Tailed 
Tits this time flitting from hedgerow to hedgerow around my head, my spirits were 
lifting. My final area was around the cemetry again more Long Tailed Tits and 
another Nuthatch this one was being very vocal and showing off quiet a bit, stonking 
views of a female Kestrel atop a popular tree eyeing up the small birds looking for tea 
I believe. 

A final flurry near home gave me great views of ♂ and ♀ Bullfinch, along with 
Fieldfare, Redwing, Mistle Thrush, Dunnock, Goldfinch and Greenfinch.

The walk was over 27 species seen 16 of these added to the year tally, spirits lifted 
mission accomplished, and heres a couple of snow scenes first and last ones so enjoy 

 

  



 

 

January 15th

 

Out and In 
My starting point was slightly OUT of the club area “The Patch” today at the Calder 
Wetlands Site nr Pugneys on arrival the first bird that drew my attention was the 
Wigeon with its calling 

  

 

      Wigeon



These little beauties had all crowed together into the only open area of water free 
from ice and were having a right song and dance calling and displaying along with 
Mute Swan and a few Coots not leaving much room for anything else. Birds stood 
around on the ice were Black Headed and Common Gulls with a few Mallards and 
Canada Geese, with a couple of Redshank around the pool edges. It wasn’t long 
before the Wigeon headed off towards the river with me walking on behind, or should 
I say skating on behind. 

 

     Wigeon in Flight 

It wasn’t long before I was at the river and decided to head towards Horbury and 
under the M1 Motorway  seeing on the river Tufted Duck, Goosander, Mallard, 
Teal, Great Crested Grebe, Little Grebe it wasn’t long before I was IN the club 
area “The Patch” and started to pick up some patch year birds Mallard, Moorhen, 
Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Teal, Tufted Duck, Goosander and 
Goldeneye, the bird I was hoping to see didn’t show before I left, Smew, I did find 
out later it was on the river but an extra 1/2 mile up from where I was positioned 
having not seen one in “The Patch” area since the late 80′s it would have been a good 
one to catch up with, maybe next week?? 

Birds Seen :- 

Wigeon, Teal, Mallard, Goosander, Great Crested Grebe, Little Grebe, 
Goldeneye, Coot, Moorhen, Tufted Duck, Mute Swan, Kestrel, Canada Goose, 
Cormorant, Blackbird, Fieldfare, Collard Dove, Woodpigeon, Mistle Thrush, 
Long Tailed Tit, Great Tit, Common Gull, Herring Gull, Black Headed Gull, 
Redshank.

 



January 30th

Longshaw Estate and Clumber Park 
My birding weekend started on Friday in Holmfirth to add another to my “Patch List” 
in the form of a Mandarin Duck (147) I found them were they had been last reported 
but now there were three male birds and not two as reported. 

  

 

Mandarin Duck ♂ 

These birds are on the BOURC list has Cat C1E*, which means :- 

C > Species that although introduced, now derive from the resulting self-sustaining 
populations 

C1 > Naturalized introduced species – Species that have occurred only as a result of 
introduction 

E > Species that have been recorded as introductions, human-assisted transportees or 
escapees from captivity, and whose breeding populations (if any) are thought not to be 
self-sustaining. Species in Category E that have bred in the wild in Britain are 
designated E*. Category E species form no part of the British List (unless already 
included within Categories A,B or C) 



Understand that, it means they are on the British list, along with the Mandarins the 
usual Mallards. On then to Langsett to try and find some Finch flocks after a couple 
of hours searching only birds seen were Red Grouse, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Goldcrest 
and Coal Tit, no finch. 

Saturday saw me taking a trip up to the Longshaw Estate to see the finch flock 
reported here, whilst travelling to the Estate in one of the surrounding fields near by I 
caught sight of the largest flock of Redwing I have seen this year must have 150+ 
birds along with a only a couple of Fieldfares. Anyway shortly after arrival at 
Longshaw I was soon feasting upon birds such as Lesser Redpoll, Common  
(Mealy) Redpoll, Brambling, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Chaffinch, and Siskin. 
Along with this finches in the surrounding trees Blue Tit, Great Tit, Coal Tit and 
Nuthatch a plenty. I didn’t spend much time here being so high up in the high peak I 
was getting cold very quick ending up with blue hands and shivering needless to say 
the heater was on full blast when I got back to the car. 

 

Male ♂ Brambling (Winter) 

  

After thawing out I made my way out of Yorkshire to Clumber Park to try and see 
another finch the Hawfinch. Certain areas of the park are free but I wanted to be near 
to the Chapel so I had to pay £5 for the privilege. Okay I set off at a slow pace seeing 
plenty of Nuthatch, Great Tit, Blue Tit and Chaffinch, Jackdaws playing around 
the chapel itself. No luck on the Hawfinch so deeper into the wood along the well 
made footpaths catching sight of Blackbird, Treecreeper, Greenfinch, Siskin, 
Great Spotted Woodpecker and a pair of Marsh Tit, no Hawfinch. I had a quick 



look around the lake thought I might as well Mute Swan, Black headed Gulls, 
Canada Geese, Mallards, Tufted Ducks, Moorhens and Coots all the usual stuff, so 
one last look around the chapel Lesser Spotted Woodpecker new one for the day and 
another Marsh Tit but no Hawfinch. Talking with other people Hawfinch hadn’t been 
sighted that day so I didn’t feel to bad 

  

Nuthatch 

Day List :- 

Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Greylag Goose, Mallard, Tufted Duck, Moorhen, 
Coot, Black Headed Gull, Woodpigeon, Stock Dove, Rook, Crow, Magpie, 
Jackdaw, Red Grouse, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Long Tailed Tit, Coal Tit, Marsh Tit, 
Goldcrest, Robin, Blackbird, Redwing, Fieldfare, Mistle Thrush, Treecreeper, 
Nuthatch, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Chaffinch, 
Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Lesser Redpoll, Mealy Redpoll, Siskin, Brambling,   

 

February 5th

Patch Watch 
Another Friday time to look for some more Finch’s this time in the Club Area “The 
Patch” and up to High Hoyland nr Bretton for the first look. Geared up I made my 
way into the fields and it wasn’t long before I had some fly over Linnet, thanks to 



some calling as they were going over, but they made their way down to the over side 
of the field and too far to see if anything else was with them. Patience prevailed and it 
wasn’t long before I was in and amongst the flock birds all around me thanks to the 
hedge layout, I was soon feasting on Yellowhammers, Reed Buntings, Chaffinch, 
Linnet, Brambling c15, I did manage to get sight of one Lesser Redpoll before the 
whole flock took to flight thanks to the local Sparrowhawk, so change of plan and 
down to the feeders. Here I saw Great Tit, Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, Nuthatch but not for hoped for Tree Sparrow. 

I moved on then to Sands Lane nr Mirfield to find Goosander ♂♀, Mute Swan, 
Kingfisher, Black Headed Gull, Common Gull, Lesser Black Backed Gull, 
Mallard and Kestrel.

 

February 12th

Calder Wetland and Horbury Wyke 
This weeks outing was to be around the Horbury Wyke area, after parking in the 
Industrial  area car park and togging up I set off and ended up turning the wrong way, 
but the birds were good, Great Tit. Long Tailed Tit, Blue Tit, Bullfinch ♀, Great 
Spotted Woodpecker and Blackbird, I carried on walking and ended up around the 
Calder Wetland site but on the opposite side, what I thought was a wrong turning 
turned out to be a good thing. Birds were enjoyed Buzzard overhead, Red Breasted 
Merganser, Tufted Duck, Goosander, Goldeneye and Great Crested Grebe, so 
know I knew where it was I made my way back deciding to go the other way now 
knowing that was the way to Horbury SF I added Goldcrest and Mistle Thrush on 
my way back. 

I was soon at the Sewage Farm and viewing over the filter beds Pied Wagtails were 
about in good numbers 25+ with 3-off Grey Wagtails and 3-off Meadow Pipits for 
company, managing to add Little Grebe and Mallard on the river with Greylag 
Goose (2) on the wyke itself 

Not a bad afternoon adding 3 year birds and 2 year birds to the patch list. Saturday 
13th added Tree Sparrow to the patch list thanks to walking to Farm Shop. Brit Year 
List 2010 now (84) and Patch List 2010 now (60) 

 

February 17th

Black Throated Thrush 
With over 500 days (20th September 2008 and Wilsons Phalarope) since the last lifer 
something had to be done weekends were busy the weather wasn’t settling so I took 



the day of work and headed to Newholm, Nr Whitby, to look for the Thrush. Arrived 
at 7:15am and parked up to be met nicely by a hunting Barn Owl in the adjoining 
field, great start, got set up and off to No5 to look in their back garden, never 
comfortable with this, anyway had to wait 20mins but in the mean time birds were 
coming into the feeders Willow Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Coal Tit, Bullfinch, Tree 
Sparrow, House Sparrow, Blackbird and then the BLACK THROATED 
THRUSH (Female ♀) . I did manage to get a couple of photos, not good I admit, by 
the time I had enjoyed the bird it was only offering its back and then went not to be 
seen again by me in the next 40mins by which time a cat had happily walked in  the 
garden so it was time for me to be off 

 

Black Throated Thrush ♀ 

 

I know not much of a photo better ones done by a pro on his blog here, I headed to 
Scarborough next to see a gull I hadn’t seen for a number of years, actually since 
2003, as soon as I drove into the car park there was three Mediterranean Gulls (see 
below photos) on the grass verge along with Black Headed Gulls



 

 

  

A few photos and I was off again this time to Filey and along the Brigg hopefully to 
find sea duck and waders. The weather had changed a lot from this mornings fog 
journey into Newholm now I was in sunshine going along the Brigg watching 
Turnstone, Redshank, Bar Tailed Godwit, Oystercatcher, Purple Sandpiper and 



Knot. Whilst on the Brigg flying past were Fulmars, Gannets, and Guillemots on 
the sea Common Scoter, Long Tailed Duck, Eider, Shag, Cormorants and Red 
Throated Divers. 

Click to see Day List 

 

February 25th

Ring Billed Gull 
Not only did I miss Saturday’s (20th) Great White Egret, plus the one back in 1989 
by 5 minutes, now whilst stuck at work I get news of a Ring Billed Gull, and to make 
it worse its near home, hope it sticks till Friday dinner can’t believe it a lifer on my 
own doorstep 

 

February 27th

Ring Billed Gull pt 2 
Well the aforementioned bird did stick till Friday but wasn’t seen in the afternoon by 
yours truly because it wasnt’ there when I was but reappeared at about 3 o’clock but I 
had left by 2 o’clock so ya you guessed I was there Saturday morning on Sands Lane, 
Mirfield at 7 o’clock looking again. At about 8 o’clock it was refound one Ring 
Billed Gull, a 4* bird for me, last 4* bird was Waxwing back in 1989 (4* being Life, 
British, Yorkshire and Patch List Bird). I watched for about an hour comparing it 
along side the Common Gulls in attendance seeing plainly the lighter grey mantle 
and distintive black ring mark on the bill broader neck when viewed from behind, 
clear head marking but the paler eye was harder to see. It has been aged as a Third 
winter bird. I did manage some video but I had forgotten my glasses the rain/snow 
had started by the time the camera came out View Here. 

Later in the day I ended up at Blacktoft Sands for the raptor roost 3pm onwards ice 
free ponds we saw some wildfowl Wigeon, Gadwall, Teal, Shoveler, Shelduck, 
Moorhen and Coot. More gulls here has they passed thru Herring, Lesser Black 
Backed, Common and Black Headed, the raptors Marsh Harrier in good number 
we had up to eight birds all ‘creamed crowned’ [juv and ♀] one Barn Owl hunting 
mainly at the back of the reserve near the river and one Merlin ♂

 

March 6th

http://huddsbirder.wordpress.com/day-list-17th-february-2010/


Pugneys Country Park 
Yahoo Friday again play time the forecast was good and there was still some good 
birds about an early finish at work I was off next stop Pugneys CP. The main reason I 
was off to Pugneys was for a certain grebe it had been around for a while now visiting 
other reserves in the area and had now spent the last few days here so I was hoping to 
see it I hadn’t seen this species of grebe since 2004. 

Anyway I was soon walking around the lake with the many joggers, cyclists and dog 
walkers seeing Pied Wagtail, Common Gull, Lesser Black Backed Gull, Black 
Headed Gull, Mute Swan, Tufted Duck, Mallard, Coot and Great Crested Grebe 
but not the grebe I was looking there was compensation in a  nice male Stonechat 
which gave splendid views . Onto the reserve part and into the hide more ducks and 
gulls Goldeneye, Gadwall, Shoveler, Wigeon, Cormorant but you guessed it not 
the  grebe I was looking for. 

Okay over to Calder Wetlands to see if it had gone over there more Wigeon, Tufted 
Duck, Goosander ♂♀, Redshank, Sparrowhawk, and about 20 Great Crested 
Grebe, Little Grebe, and Red Breasted Merganser no grebe and no Smew either 
time had run out I had to be else where, I got reports later that night that the grebe had 
shown up later on the boating lake with the Smew on Millfield Pond, okay so it was a 
early start to Saturday. 

Saturday morning and I was at Pugneys for 6:45am and stood by the main lake the 
lake was clam and flat unlike yesterday so things should be easier to pick up this 
morning. I scanned the lake Great Crested Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Great Crested 
Grebe ah there you are the grebe I was looking for and very near to my bank of the 
lake the name Red Necked Grebe, the bird very similar to Great Crested, in winter 
plumage, however slightly smaller in neck length with a dark/dusky collar on the fore 
neck with a yellow base to the lower bill it’s mainly a late summer to winter visitor 
and never common. I did manage to get some video footage, okay not good I was 
hoping for better after I had watched it for a while but it was soon scared off by a 
barking dog running straight for me, i’m sure that sign over there says “keep your 
dogs under control at all times or on a lead at all times” strange how dog owners go 
blind when you put a sign in front of them and no it does not compensate for saying 
sorry when the bird has flown to the other side of the lake, that’s it rant over and 
viewing over I didn’t have time to relocate to the other side I was lucky to get out 
again early doors here’s to next week  

 

March 12th

Out on’t Moors 
Winscar and Winscar Res were the first port of call nowt much about loads of hungry 
Mallards and Canada Geese in and amongst 6-off Oystercatcher



 

 

Oystercatcher

So with nothing much else to see Langsett was the next port of call home of Crossbill, 
Siskin and Redpoll 



 

On arrival at Langsett Barns Car Park I was greeted by Robin and Blackbirds I was 
soon togged up and ready for the off and an adventure in the woods for this kind of 
place you have to rely on ears and how well you know your bird calls rather than 
eyes, and a strong neck. I soon picked up Blue, Great and Coal Tits along with 
Siskin in and amongst the trees and then flight calls of Lesser Redpoll as they passed 
overhead, nowt much on’t moors thou apart from a hunting Kestrel and a few Red 
Grouse calling. I was soon back at the car park now after my loop around the Lansett 
footpaths coming along the road side fields seeing displaying Lapwing and 
Woodpigeon now already thinking of the breeding season and setting up territories, 
spring migrants have already made England mainly in our southern counties so won’t 
be long before we start seeing and hearing them back in the Huddersfield area. As I 
made the car park Song Thrush jumped on the wall my heart was hoping for that first 



Wheatear but alas not this week and as I was greeted by a Robin I was seen on my 
way by a Robin 

 

Robin

 

March 16th

Bits and Pieces 
Well I think spring has finally arrived the three mile walk to work this week has been 
more relaxing and pleasant I’m glad the weather of January/February is hopefully out 
of the way the birds are now proclaiming loudly there new territories. Birds 
everywhere Blue Tits, Chaffinch, Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, Mistle and Song 
Thrush proclaiming from a high tree top, Green Woodpecker “yaffling” loudly as I 
walk passed, Great Tits, Magpies, Coal Tits, Collard Doves in display flights along 
with Woodpigeons nearby, Dipper ‘bobbing’ away on the stream near a busy road, 
Grey Wagtail doing a similar dance as the waters gently flow and glisten in the 
spring time sunlight, Great Spotted Woodpecker busy defending his terrority, I was 
however gently reminded that winter is still not letting go 15-off Redwing in the 
fields now in beautiful colours and strikingly marked they were there along with a 
Mistle Thrush busy probing the grass , fueling up for the long flight to there breeding 
grounds in North and Eastern Europe, then they were off and hopefully winter with 
them come October they’ll be back gently reminding us that winter is on its way back, 
but lets gets some summer birding in first short sleeves and sun cream bring it on, 
how long now to the first summer migrant I usually have one in the bag before March 



is out, so which will be first this year Wheatear, Chiffchaff or Sand Martin place 
your bets 

 

March 19th

Royd Moor Reservoir 
Some of our Summer Migrants are now arriving back in the country notably at the 
moment Sand Martin, Little Ringed Plover and Wheatear and it would have been easy 
for me to head off to Old Moor to bag a couple of these but I decided to stay in the 
club/patch area to see if I could find one locally, so I headed off to the Royd Moor 
area to try and find a Wheatear. I soon located a ♀ and ♂ Bullfinch as I headed down 
towards the reservoir also along the footpath Yellowhammer, Blue Tit, Great Tit 
and Chaffinch, on the water Great Crested Grebe, Mallard, Common Gull and 
Black Headed Gull. I headed off down to Scout Dyke around the farmland hoping to 
catch a migrant somewhere but all I saw were Meadow Pipits, Pied Wagtail, Grey 
Wagtail ♀♂, and Linnet. No luck here so I headed back to the car and decided to 
drive down to Ingbirchworth living in hope, but alas no Wheatear the only birds I saw 
were Stock Dove, Woodpigeon, Rook, Crow and Pheasant, so to try and pull 
something out of the bag in the form of a year bird at least I went and looked for the 
Little Owl [113] and sure enough there it was sat on top off the wall, well the day 
wasn’t lost after all. 

 

Grey Wagtail



 

March 25th

The First 
Well the three mile walk to work this morning gave me my ‘First’ summer bird of the 
year if you guessed Phylloscopus collybita [Chiffchaff (114)] then you win, other 
birds this morning Song Thrush, Robin, Dunnock, Grey Wagtail, Coal Tit, Blue 
Tit, Great Tit, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, House Sparrow, Crow, Woodpigeon, 
Magpie now I’m hoping Friday will bring Wheatear  

 

April 1st

Norfolk Days 
Four days in sunny drizzly cold windy Norfolk stopping in self catering 
accommodation near Cromer at Overstrand , Green Lawn House well run place well 
presented, clean, nice bed, small overall little bit of a problem with cases’ going in 
but rated a 3* which I would say was fair. 

Anyway enough of that the birds, Monday 29th March travelling day with the 
accommodation near Cromer saw us firstly adding Alpine Swift [313] to my British 
List which was happily flying around Happy Valley near Cromer. We arrived at 
about 4pm’ish to get great views has the bird flew overhead to within a couple of feet, 
identified by its larger size than the Common Swift with white belly/throat patch and 
slower wing beats, should have been summering in the Med somewhere but along 
with approx 4-6 other birds in the country was enjoying the British Springtime, there 
was also Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Dunnock and Robin.

Tuesday 30th was tourist day with a little bit of birding thrown in, Cley Spy in 
Glanford was first port of call for a rain guard, we needed it, I also had chance to view 
and play with a few pairs of binoculars namely Zeiss, Swarovski, Hawke, Minox 
before I was torn away to Blickling Hall. House was shut so we strolled around the 
grounds whilst I was adding Egyptian Goose, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Treecreeper, 
Great Spotted Woodpecker and Goosander [lake] to my list. 

Stubbs Mill later in the day we saw Marsh Harriers a plenty, Hen Harrier, 
Buzzard, Kingfisher, Jay and Common Cranes.

Wednesday 31st we spent all day at Cley Nature Reserve on the coast, I love that 
visitor centre being able to view the whole reserve in warm, dry comfort makes it 
along with a cappuccino and a bacon butty for soft birding, well you have to spoil 
yourself now and again and it was raining excuses excuses. Birds well plenty of 
Marsh Harrier on view with 5 birds in the air at once, plenty of Avocet, Redshank, 



Brent Geese, Greylag Geese, Little Egret. When we did tear ourselves away from 
the cappuccino and bacon butties  sorry visitor centre we were rewarded with a 
hunting Barn Owl catching and enjoying a meal in the reserve fields. A few wildfowl 
were added to the list from the hides namely Shoveler, Mallard, Gadwall, Teal  and 
Shelduck. On then to the shingle bank for a bit of sea watching Red Throated Diver 
(3), Long Tailed Duck (2), Ringed Plover (2), Cormorant, Sandwich Tern, and 
Swallow (2) finally making it down to the Swarovski hide here we saw Ruff, Dunlin, 
Meadow Pipit, Black Tailed Godwit and Oystercatcher. 56 species for Cley, SEE 
LIST, the permit cost was £4 per person. 

Thursday 1st April Huddersfield bound but not before stopping at Weeting Heath in 
the Brecks not much happening here 5 Stone Curlew reported for yesterday but down 
to 2 today and they were playing hide and seek mainly hide whilst we were there but 
we did add Woodlark, Pied Wagtail, Coal Tit, Buzzard (3), Lapwing ,Robin and a 
Muntjac Deer before leaving. 

Whilst travelling back Red Kite (4) and Sparrowhawk (1)

Overview :- 18 year birds added [see Norfolk list] 1 even making it to the British List 
> Alpine Swift taking the year tally to date 132, 1 bird not seen which we were 
surprised at was Grey Heron 

Weather played a big part in not taking photos or seeing smaller bird species we had 
Sun, Rain, Wind and even Hail whilst at Cley for a brief time here a couple of pics 
and some more at this link Norfolk Pics March 2010 

 

 
Barn Owl at Cley Nature Reserve March 2010 

 



 
      Blickling Hall Norfolk 

 

April 6th

Patch Outing 

 



What species are these?? 

Planned a visit roiund a few of the Patch Reservoirs today namely Ingbirchworth, 
Royd Moor, Winscar and Langsett to get all these in it would be a whistle stop tour. 
Starting at Ingbirchworth at about 9:30am to pick up my first Sand Martins (4) of the 
year along with a Swallow and the usual Coot, Mallard etc Out and along Annat 
Road to find Little Owl and alone female Wheatear ♀, my first of the year, further 
up the road was a huge flock of Fieldfare c250 with a handful of Starling mixed in 
but no Ring Ouzels, I believe Fieldfares are good carriers of Ring Ouzel so I had a 
good look before moving on down Whiteley Common to find a few smaller birds 
Pied Wagtails were evident but I couldn’t turn any in to White Wagtails along with 
the wagtails were Reed Buntings ♂♀, Chaffinch ♂♀, Linnet and Stock Dove.

Flight hill area was the next port of call to find Red Grouse, Curlew and Meadow 
Pipit whilst I was having dinner in these parts I had another lifer but this didn’t have 
any feathers, it was grey and white, arge back legs , it was in moult to its summer coat 
from its white winter one and it was a Mountain Hare

 

 

 

April 9th

Ring Ouzels 
I had a couple of hours to spare so I checked out Cheesegate Nab hoping for a pass 
thru migrant Pied Wagtail, Meadow Pipit, Crow and Linnets to wet the appetite 
first and then blackbird no there it was and then two and finally four in all, Ring 
Ouzels [75], a splendid migrant very much like a Blackbird with what they call a 
gorget on the breast this being white in colour and the beautiful silver shading in the 
wings always great to catch these birds on the way thru they will probably hang about 
for a couple of days feeding up and then moving on to breeding grounds. 

Broadstones Reservoir seven Oystercatchers, Tufted Duck ♂♀ and the Mallards 
Whiteley Common Chaffinch, Reed Bunting, Lapwing, Curlew and Skylark

 

April 10th

Old Moor RSPB 



“Then God said “Let the waters abound with an abundance of living creatures and 
let birds fly above the earth across the face of the firmament of the heavens.” So God 
created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which the waters 
abound, according to their kind, and every winged bird according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good.

 
Dunnock taken Old Moor 

Old Moor was the destination and the group was from the church I attend in 
Huddersfield. Just over twenty people with different skill levels in bird ID from the 
novice to those with numerous years under the belt, but all one in Christ. 10am was 
the start time in the Old Moor car park with Black Headed Gull getting the list off to 
a start then Robin, Greenfinch, Wren, Blue Tit then my first Willow Warbler of 
the year followed shortly by Blackcap.

Out onto the reserve after the group intro from the RSPB staff, generally telling us 
about Old Moor and what was about this went down brilliantly well with the group, 
first port of call then being the feeders Great Tit, Greenfinch, Bullfinch, Coal Tit, 
Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Tree Sparrow, Reed Bunting, Pheasant and Mallard. 
Venturing further in and towards the Family Hide Long Tailed Tit, and another 
Willow Warbler but this one was singing its heart out in full view giving great us a 
great opportunity to scope it for the group with also a Dunnock near by [view video]. 
Arriving at the family hide to view some wildfowl Gadwall, Teal, Mallard, Tufted 
Duck with a few Oystercatchers thrown in. On then to the next hide to have a Green 
Woodpecker and a Ringed Plover shown to  us by one of the RSPB staff/Volunteer 
and with a few Redshank, Goosander ♀, Shoveler and a Wigeon ♀♂, thrown in the 
group was soon on the move again finally arriving at the Wath Ings hide to find 2-off 
Little Gulls, one being in its full summer dress, stunning and then to everyone’s 
delight a fly past Kingfisher taking in the full length of the hide and to within a 
couple of feet, their are still talking about it today, it was bacon buttie and cappuccino 
time. 



After dinner we parted company some staying, some went shopping, my wife and I 
went to Wombwell Ings to have an hours reflect and to have a little bit of time out for 
ourselves adding Little Ringed Plover (2), Green Sandpiper and Whooper 
Swan(2)  to my day tally. Click for the Day List 

 

April 16th

Ingbirchworth Tour 
An Ingbirchworth tour today with the first port of call being the reservoir with the 
dam wall being the first stop for passage waders but alas there was none, so I went 
round to the inlet side to bag my first patch Willow Warbler of the year along with 
Blue Tit, Goldfinch, Little Grebe, Coot and a few Mallards. On then to Whitley 
Common for a hoped for Wheatear but alas no Wheatears either but a few common 
stuff like Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Skylark, Linnet and Chaffinch 

 
Male Chaffinch Whitley Common 

 I moved on then back to Cheesegate Nab for Ring Ouzel [video below of 1 sorry 
about the sun haze] I had seen from the HBW website that there was 1 bird still 
around so since I was passing I dropped in to find not 1 but 2 birds along with 
Jackdaws and a few more Willow Warblers [1 still present Sat 17th along with a 
Wheatear] 
 

I was hoping then for a Redstart from my last site but extensive searching didn’t 
reveal 1 there was however plenty more Willow Warblers and a Goshawk [140], but 



due to the sensitivity of this bird I cant reveal where I was because there are still idiots 
among us. 

 

April 22nd

Garden Stuff 
The first half of this week saw me laid up at home poorly with torn shoulder/arm 
muscles so I passed some of the time away with what was coming into the back 
garden and took a few photos, a rare treat, here’s a selection 

 
                 ♂ Blackbird 

 



 
          ♂ House Sparrow 
 

 
    Woodpigeon 

 



 
Starling 
 

 
Goldfinch 

 

April 23rd

Birds and a Sunny Day 



The day started early setting off at 6:30am with the 1st stop (stop 1 bird list) being the 
local cricket field for a hoped for Little Owl which didn’t show but Magpie, 
Woodpigeon, Crow, Blackbird did. Stop 2 (stop 2 bird list)  a local stream for a 
hoped for Dipper which didn’t show but Grey Wagtail did, not off to a good start two 
dips already travel to stop 3 (stop 3 bird list) ,Cheesegate Nab gave Skylark, Curlew, 
Rook, Pheasant and Wheatear ♂ on route. At Cheesegate Nab there were now 
plenty of Willow Warblers  proclaiming terrority and it was also good to see Ring 
Ouzel again, 2 birds today male (♂) and female (♀), along with these Swallow, 
Meadow Pipit, Linnet, Fieldfare (1), Green Woodpecker “yaffling”, Jay (6), 
Wheatears (3), Pied Wagtail on checking these Pieds’ I found myself a White 
Wagtail (79) (Moticilla alba alba) subspecies of Pied first for me for the “Patch” 
and lastly a fly thru Sparrowhawk. 

 
Ring Ouzel ♀ 

Stop 4 (stop 4 bird list) was Whitley Common adding Little Owl (2) to the day list, 
which goes to show birds don’t turn up in the places you planned they would, more 
Wheaters (6), Skylark and then on to Royd Moor stop 5 (stop 5 bird list). I was 
hoping for some warbler species here but when I arrived there were men at work signs 
everywhere so that put an end to the warblers apart from the Willow Warblers there 
was a good count here at about 12 singing birds , other birds included Song Thrush, 
Little Grebe, Yellowhammer, Red Bunting and my first Common Sandpiper (80) 
of the year on the dam wall. 

Off again this time down to Ingbirchworth and stop 6 (stop 6 bird list) passing another 
Little Owl on the way out parking up on the dam wall near the pub and started to 
listen out for more warblers whilst waiting over the water were hawking Swallows 
and Sand Martins there were a good number of martins passing thru with around 
about 20 birds present then I caught sighht of a bird in the hedgerow giving off an 
alarm call my first Whitethroat (81) of the year. I watched this bird for a good 15 
minutes singing, feeding and bringing nesting material into a nest site in amongst 



some brambles, one of the Whitethroats favoured places to nest, then I had a ‘rattle’ 
sound another call this time from a Lesser Whitethroat (82) once again in the 
hedgerow. 

On then to stop 7 Old Moor RSPB (stop 7 bird list) reserve near Broomhill I arrived at 
about 11am ish hoping to walk on to the new ‘Bolton Ings’ hide along ‘Wablers Way’ 
for warblers but I was told NO because a Male Marsh Harrier had decided to nest 
build so the path had to be closed so it was Plan ‘B’  on to the reserve, feeders first I 
thought, hide was full so I decided on a walk down to ‘Wath Ings’ hide passing Mute 
Swan on the way 

 
Mute Swan 

The day was getting warmer Blackcap and Willow Warblers were singing beautiful 
days at the Wath Ings hide another warbler burst in to song Sedge Warbler another 
first for the year giving good views as well, from the hide Redshank, Common 
Tern, Little Grebe, Lesser Black Backed Gull, Black Headed Gull and Little 
Ringed Plover (2). Moved on then to the Wader Hide with not many waders but I did 
see Oystercatcher, more Redshank and another Common Sandpiper wildfowl 
Wigeon, Gadwall, Mallard, Shoveler and Teal. Back at the feeders Bullfinch, 
Greenfinch, Robin, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Tree Sparrow, Reed Bunting



 
Male ♂ Reed Bunting and Tree Sparrow 

I moved on then to stop 8 Broomhill Flash (stop 8 bird list) just around the corner 
from Old Moor seeing another Common Sandpiper,  more Oystercatcher and 
Redshank, two Swallows dipped in and then off again, a few Stock Doves in the 
fields with a few wildfowl on the water Gadwall, Teal and Tufted Duck. Another 
move and a final stop of the day this time at Wombwell Ings (stop 9 bird list), this 
reserve is in between Broomhill and Old Moor but it was much of the same that I had 
seen all day with more Redshank, Common Sandpiper, Swallow, Skylark, 
Gadwall, Blackcap, Teal etc The day was over the final tally was 73 species with 4 
“Patch” birds 1 being a first for the Patch and 6 year birds in total and a sunny day to 
boot The Days Bird List 

 

April 30th

Patch Outing 
Started the day at 7am at Ingbirchworth Reservoir to the voice af a calling 
Whitethroat and watching a good size flock of Swift dashing to and fro over the dam 
wall with Swallows in and amongst careful scrutiny revealed a couple of Sand 
Martin and my first House Martin (148) of the year then the familiar “rattle” call of 
a Lesser Whitethroat in the dam wall hedge and then three Common Sandpiper 
feeding and calling on the dam wall itself, great start on then to Langsett. 

Pulling up at the Langsett car park in pouring rain meant I had a 30 minute 
wait before it stopped but then it did stay clear for the rest of the day so I couldn’t 
complain. Birds were good at Langsett at the start of the walk a flock of Lesser 



Redpoll went overhead giving off their familiar flight call, amongst the trees Siskin, 
further in a Blackcap gave a quick burst giving itself away. Along the track Robins, 
Chaffinch and Blue Tits then I heard Redstart (149) calling it took some finding but 
ten minutes of being patient paid off a nice male with that tail flicking as well, 
beautiful one of my favourite birds well he moved on and so did I to find Meadow 
Pipt, Cuckoo (150), Red Grouse, Buzzard, Willow Warblers and Grey Wagtail. I 
had gone as far as I could so I made my way back finding a single Male Crossbill 
(151) , Dipper and a Garden Warbler (152) another couple of first’s for the year but 
I failed on Tree Pipt I’ll save that for next time because coffee and a bacon buttie 
beckoned. On the way home I called in again at Cheesegate Nab but only found 
Wheatear three in all so I now think the Ring Ouzel have moved on, that’s it for this 
week next report might having something a little different  Todays Full Bird List 

 

 

 

May 7th

A Couple of days birding in Italy 
Well it didn’t quite go as planned but nothing ever does what with a few days of rain 
when we got there and a sick family member, things changed. Thursday the 6th was 
Urban Birding day David Lindo style taking in a few parks and river side walks as 
we made our way to the hospital. Birds included my first lifer of the trip in Italian 
Sparrow other birds of note in Padova were plenty of Serins, Common Swifts, Grey 
Wagtail, Blackcap, Spotted Flycatcher and a Kingfisher.

Friday was our day off so we went to “The Caves of Gaggio” a LIPU reserve near 
Venice here I saw my second lifer of the trip Pygmy Cormorants these were easier 
to see than I expected but what I thought would be easy wasn’t and never did see that 
was Penduline Tit but the beautiful Male Golden Oriole more than made up for it and 
along with Cettis Warblers and Reed Warblers it wasn’t such a bad day  

A full report can be seen at the LINK 



 

Italian Sparrow 

 

 
  Yellow Legged Gull 

  

May 14th



New Birds 
 The day started early once again this time 7:30am at Horbury Wyke and once again 
within the Huddersfield/Patch area after parking up and getting set to move off I was 
greeted to day by a singing Garden Warbler didn’t show himself after five minutes 
so I moved off. The birds on the river were Mute Swan, Mallard, Moorhen with a 
couple of Willow Warblers and Chiffchaff singing on the other side.  I made it to the 
filter beds finding a stunning Male ♂ Pied Wagtail and then a Whitethroat, whilst 
watching the whitethroat the hoped for bird made itself known firstly by its song and 
then its flight display before settling on top of a bush Sedge Warbler (150), a new 
bird for the patch making it now 150, target meet. After watching it and taking some 
very disappointing photos because of distance and poor light I left and moved off 
further down river to find more Whitethroat and a single Lesser Whitethroat, 
Common Swift, Sand Martin, House Martin and Swallow overhead. Just to stop 
there has anybody else noted a lack of Swallows this year? Or is it just me? Anyway 
more birds Oystercatchers’ (2) Grey Heron and more Moorhens on the river 

 

Oystercatcher > Horbury 

Enough of Horbury and after taking to another HBW member and catching fleeting 
glimpses of Kingfisher I decided to go for new bird number 2 at Potteric Carr, this 
one would make to the British and Yorkshire list. Arrived at Potteric Carr an hour 
later to here the bird was still there but at the other end of the reserve, things are never 
easy so off I set set finding more Blackcaps, Willow Warblers, Chiffchaff, Garden 
Warblers and a couple of Reed Warblers on the way thro to finally view the other 
new bird of the day Iberian Chiffchaff, if you want to know the in and outs of this 
Chiffchaff to Common Chiffchaff read this at Surfbirds., well that was about my day 
apart from a Male Reed Bunting on the way back and heres the attempt of taking a 
photo of it and then theres the Day List at the end :- 



 

Reed Bunting ♂ > Potteric Carr 

 

Day List

Mute Swan, Greylag Goose, Canada Goose, Mallard, Tufted Duck, Gadwall, Great 
Crested Grebe, Grey Heron, Sparrowhawk, Kesterl, Moorhen, Coot, Oystercatcher, 
Lapwing, Black headed Gull, Leseer Black Backed Gull, Woodpigeon, Collard Dove, 
Swift, Kingfisher, Sand martin, Swallow, House Martin, Pied Wagtail, Wren, 
Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler, Blackcap, Garden 
Warbler, Leseer Whitethroat, Whitethroat,Chiffchaff, Iberian Chiffchaff, Willow 
Warbler, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Long Tailed Tit, Jay, Magpie, Jackdaw, Crow, Rook, 
Starling, House Sparrow, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Bullfinch, 
Yellowhammer, Reed Bunting

 

May 21st

Langsett Area 
Not very much to report this week things seem to have gone quiet, or the weather 
could be playing it’s part. I went around the Langsett area to try and find a site for 
Tree Pipit but didn’t succeed birds in the area that I did see were a very pale phase 
Buzzard a day flying Woodcock which took me a little bit by surprise and of 



course the woodland species of birds in support mainly Siskin ♂, Blackcap ♂, 
Goldcrest, Jay, Garden Warbler, House Martin, Swift and Swallow to name a few 

 

May 25th

A Night of Owls 
It was Owl watch night one time of the year when I go out specially looking for the 
nocturnal dwellers. First call was around Whitley Common and Little Owl, 
this individual was along the roadside which gave me good views and a chance for 
some photos there was little else of note around here except the one or two Lapwing. 
On then to the next site and a wait for the next one Tawny Owl and then lastly when 
it was nearly dark not to see a Long Eared Owl made it self known as it flew past the 
car 

 

May 31st

Bempton Cliffs 

 
Gannet 

Bank Holiday usually brings jobs to do at home and bad weather but with the prospect 
of reasonable weekend weather wise I managed to get some jobs done to get some 
brownie points then it was off to the coast for the day. 



We ended up at Bempton which for me always seems to be windy and today was no 
exception but the birds were about which gave me a chance to practice my in flight 
shots. All the usual species were about Gannets, Razorbills, Guillemots, Puffins 
(you can tell were the Puffins are they always draw a crowd), Kittiwakes, Herring 
Gulls, Tree Sparrows, and we also chanced on Corn Bunting, Whitethroat and 
Willow Warbler no unusual birds for us today 

 

June 4th

Langsett Area 
Today was to be Pipits and Flycatchers and trying to find the ever elusive Tree Pipit 
which for me is fast becoming a bogey bird. Pipits I did find but it was to be Meadow 
Pipit in what is a reliable HBW area site for Tree Pipit, along with Meadow Pipit 
there was Swallow, Swift, Curlew and Reed Bunting.

It was on then to the Langsett Area for Flycatchers and for the hoped for two species 
we get in the British Isles. Spotted Flycatcher I did find but Pied Flycatcher I didn’t 
along with the Spotted Flycatcher there were Willow Warblers, Garden Warbler, 
Siskin, Blue Tit, Swallows and Swifts. Not a very successful day in the hoped for 
species I set off to find hope tomorrow and Old Moor are better 

 

June 5th

Old Moor 
Leisure day today out with people from Church so birding takes a back seat and 
chatting seems to take over but birds we saw and some good ones in and amongst the 
banter, I did manage to pick out a few warblers around Old Moor Sedge Warbler, 
Willow Warbler, Reed Warbler (good views of this shy bird at Wath Ings Hide) 
along with Whitethroat here. Also at Wath Ings hide Little Ringed and Ringed 
Plovers and Redshank on the wader side. All the usual common ducks etc Mallard, 
Gadwall, Shoveler and Tufted. A good morning beautiful weather once again, no 
photos, and didnt get down to the new Bolton Ings hide that I think will have to be a 
day for me 

Day List :- 

Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Grey Heron, Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Gadwall, 
Mallard, Tufted Duck, Kestrel, Pheasant, Moorhen, Coot, Oystercatcher, Little 
Ringed Plover, Ringed Plover, Lapwing, Redshank, Black Headed Gull, Common 
gull, Woodpigeon, Green Woodpecker, Sand Martin, Wren, Dunnock, Robin, 
Blackbird, Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler, Whitethroat, Blackcap, Willow Warbler, 



Blue Tit, Great Tit, Magpie, Jackdaw, Crow, Starling, Tree Sparrow, Chaffinch, 
Greenfinch, Goldfinch, linnet, Bullfinch, Reed Bunting 

 

June 20th

Warbler Bonanza 
It all started Friday night the 17th when I found myself standing next to a bush for 2 
hours at Edderthrope Flash for a bird I hadn’t seen since 1993 and see we did, the bird 
was a Marsh Warbler which kept popping out now and again just to keep the 
attended crowd interested. Along with the warbler more warblers like Garden, 
Blackcap, Whitethroat, Reed, Willow and Chiffchaff. None warblers Cuckoo, 
Little Ringed Plover, Redshank . On our way out and whilst in the car we were 
joined by a Barn Owl crossing the road in front of the car it had us scrambling for our 
binoculars again we watched for a good 10minutes has it hunted the grass verges and 
at one point was taken out by a Kestrel. 

 The fun didn’t stop there I was back Saturday morning the 18th to find a splendid 
male Garganey, this duck is a summer visitor which spends the winter in Africa. I 
was on then to Old Moor for more Warblers to add to the list namely Sedge and 
lesser Whitethroat so I ended up with 9 species of warbler for the day which I didn’t 
think was to bad but I was hoping to catch some on video/pictures but ended up with a 
Dunnock which took over the Whitethroat perch that I was hoping for. 60 species for 
the day List Here 

 

June 24th

Deer Hill 
I found myself at the other side of Huddersfield today and had a couple of hours to 
spare so I had a walk around Deer Hill in what turned out to be a warm but windy 
day. Birds seen were nothing out of the ordinary but there was a good number of 
Swallows about skimming the newly cut fields with Swifts taking the higher air 
currents. Higher up the lane Willow Warblers calling from the small wood and then 
the “chipping” sound of Common Snipe (year bird) sat boldly on the fence post, 
plenty of Meadow Pipits about with Linnets and a Kestrel hunting the fields 
Lapwings in good numbers not a day for the numbers game but a good couple of 
hours walk. 

 

 



July 5th

A Lazy Day 
I thought on a lazy day today just chilling around a few of the Patch Reservoirs with 
camera in hand and find what was out there the first call being Ingbirchworth. It 
wasn’t long before getting out of the car that I could hear all the usual species for this 
time of year Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Robin, 
Yellowhammer, Lapwing and Curlew then I found some Little Ringed Plover six 
in all four Juveniles with two Adults in attendance, with one here giving off some 
wing flicking behavior for some reason or other I don’t know what 

 
Moved on then thru Whiteley Common bagging a couple of extras like Pied wagtail 
and Skylark finally ending up with Tree Pipit for the year/patch list at a known Pipit 
site rounding the patch list off to a nice 100 for the year. It was now dinner time and a 
stop at the Lansett cafe was in order for bacon butties and coffee before moving on to 
Langsett reservoir adding a few common species to the day list like Goldfinch, 
Greenfinch, Mistle Thrush and the Great Spotted Woodpecker is always nice to 
see. Final stop was Winscar Res but Collard Dove was the Dove I saw and not Turtle 
this time Cuckoo in flight had me hoping it was a Hobby at first but alas a few 
Oystercatchers to round the day off 

 

July 14th

Local Reservoirs and Blacktoft Sands 
Early start at Broadstones reservoir early being 7am to view Canada Goose and 
Mallard on the reservoir plenty of Linnet and Goldfinch on the approach path to the 
reservoir with a few Warblers about mostly Whitethroat with Chiffchaff, Willow 
Warbler and Blackcap. This is were the good ended and the bad started now if I said 
“Dog not under control” you will know what I mean but with tripod out and legs 
splayed I kept it at bay till the irresponsible dog owner showed up and when 
challenged couldn’t give a hoot, see thread now on Huddersfield Birdwatchers Site. 

Anyway moving on to Ingbirchworth Reservoir to still find a few Swallows, Swifts 
and House Martins and one juvenile Little Ringed Plover still hanging on from last 
weeks six birds in total. 

Local stuff over and on to Blacktoft Sands to find a few Waders going thru Little 
Ringed Plovers seem to be for me at the moment the bird of the month and a couple 
could be found at Blacktoft along with Spotted Redshank (4) mostly in summer 
plumage, Black Tailed Godwit in good numbers, Ruff, Redshank, Bearded Tit 
flitting around the base of the reeds, Barn Owl in its nest box being just visible, a few 



Marsh Harrier, Sedge Warblers, and a juvenile Yellow Wagtail were all note 
worthy. 

The Days List Click Here 

 

July 21st

Insects for a Change 

 
Broad Bodied Chaser  
 

A couple of weeks away from birding due mainly to work load but I have been getting 
out and about during dinner times to find various Butterflies, Moths and Dragonflies 
etc I have had a couple of firsts in the form of Small Skipper and Broad Bodied 
Chaser (above) with the support of Large Whites, Ringlets, Gatekeepers, Comma, 
Tortoiseshell, Speckled Woods its been different but always exciting to find wildlife 

 

 

 

 



July 24th

Carry On 

 

    Tortoiseshell 

Carrying the theme on from last week we start the post with the odd butterfly because 
there are plenty to see at the moment and these two species are common in my garden 
at the moment Tortoiseshell (above) and Gatekeeper (below) 



 

    Gatekeeper 

 

Burnet Moth 

Theres also day flying moths about at the moment like this 6 Spotted Burnet Moth 
(above) and this beautiful Southern Hawker dragonfly (below) 



 

    Southern Hawker 

 That was about it it’s just great at the moment a wonderful time of  year wildlife 
everywhere you don’t need to wonder off to a reserve take a  look in your back 
garden, Oh! lets not forget the birds at Old Moor Common Tern, Common 
Sandpipers, Green Sandpipers, Little Egrets, Hobby, Kestrel, Mute Swan, Coots, 
Moorhens, Black Headed Gulls, Mediterranean Gulls, Sedge Warblers, Reed 
warblers, Sand Martin, Swifts, Swallows, Stock Dove, Woodpigeon loads of 
young birds about as well mainly at the feeders Blue Tit, Great Tit, Bullfinch, 
Chaffinch, Robin and Goldfinch has that lot wet your appetite?  it should have, so 
get yourselves before you miss  out, male Pied Wagtail to finish off 



 

 

Pied Wagtail 

 

 

July 30th

Local Stuff and Old Moor 
Started the day at Broadstones Reservoir finding plenty of Linnets and Goldfinch 
with the odd Willow Warbler and Whitethroat before moving on to Ingbirchworth 
Reservoir finding a good group of gulls blogging along the shoreline these included 
Black Headed Gulls mainly with Lesser Black Backed Gulls mixed in and alone 
Herring Gull which was a 3rd summer bird, I tried getting a photo of it, I was  nicely 
lined up then off it went due to a very noisy 75 year pensioner making his presence 
known telling the whole world of the injustice he had had at the hands of the bin men, 
time to move on to Old Moor. 



 
Blue Tailed damselfly 

The Butterfly, Dragonfly theme that’s been running a couple of week carried on with 
Blue Tailed Damselfly above and Common Blue Damselfly below 

 
Common Blue Damselfly 

I didn’t find many Butterfly species this week only Gatekeeper and Green Veined 
White. The birds about were Common and Green Sandpipers, Little Egret, Grey 
Heron, Gadwall and Sand Martins of any note, I had once again missed the Male 
Marsh Harrier and Greenshank 

http://huddsbirder.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/common-blue-damselfly-1.jpg


 

August 6th

Week 31 
Well it’s been a full week especially at work with 12 species of Butterfly on 
Tuesday3rd these were Large White, Small White, Green Veined White, Peacock, 
Ringlet, Meadow Brown, Small Skipper, Small Copper, Gatekeeper, Comma, 
Speckled Wood and Tortoiseshell, species of Moth I haven’t seen before Common 
Carpet Moth, a Brown Hawker and then the birds a few Willow Warblers still 
kicking about Swallows hawking the fields, a couple of Grey Wagtails at the pond. 
The week finished at Scout dike on the Friday the 6th with a few nice surprises like 
Green Sandpipers (2), Yellow Wagtail (2) at the inlet end of the reservoir and then a 
Whinchat along the North Bank wall, with these species were Common Snipe (2), 
Common Sandpiper (2), Little Ringed Plover (1), Pied Wagtail (2), Lapwing, 
Grey Heron, Mallard, Tufted Duck and Great Crested Grebe a great ending to a 
good week 

 

August 15th

Week 32 
The week started quiet slowly mainly due to the overcast weather, with only a few 
species of butterfly on the wing, with Whites being the more numerous. These 
included Green Veined White, Large White, and Small White around the fields at 
work. Along with the whites Small Copper and Meadow Brown could still be seen. 
On the 11th, Wednesday, I had a surprise in the form of a male Sparrowhawk take 
out a young Swallow which had been gathering along with his mates on the telephone 
wires. I had a first at work this week in the form of a Common Darter which was 
also going to be the theme for the end of the week as we had a day at Fairburn Ings on 
the Saturday. There wasn’t many birds about at Fairburn, did add Greenshank to the 
year list thou with 1 at Lin Dike and 1 at the centre (only to find out later that day that 
there was 2 at Ingbirchworth Res, My Patch, well can’t get them all). Along with the 
Shanks Green Sandpiper were about the highlight with birds at the feeders Blue Tit, 
Great Tit, Coal Tit and Willow Tit, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Tree Sparrow, 
Blackbird, Chaffinch and Pheasant (You can click the pictures to make them larger) 
 

     
Willow Tit   Emerald Damselfly      



 
 

    
Sunbathing Blackbird  Common Darter    
 

  
    Ruddy Darter  Goldfinch and Greenfinch 
 

  
 Coal Tit   Emerald Damselfly 

 
 

 
Around the pond walking areas we enjoyed ourselves in the splendor of Butterflies, 
Dragonflies and Damselflies my first Brimstone of the year along with Green 
Veined White, Large White, Small White and Speckled Wood. Common Blue and 
Emerald Damselflies and a splendid male Ruddy Darter, see photo, then were we 
started the week we ended up with Common Darter.

 

August 23rd

All the Fun of the Fair 
Week 33 has been one of the best weeks of the year, at work this week the Butterflies 
etc continued with Common Carpet Moth again and a first in the form of a Silver Y 
Moth



 
Silver Y Moth 

The usual butterflies continued with Small Copper, Large White, Small White, 
Green Veined White, Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown, and a few Ringlets. News then 
broke on Tuesday of a Ruff at Ingbirchworth Reservoir this turned out to be a one day 
bird hence I missed it. This would have been a very good patch bird with only two 
being seen since 1996 (2000 and 2003). I did manage to get to Ingbirchworth on the 
Thursday night adding not 1 not 2 but 3 patch birds to my list these were Greenshank 
(3), Ringed Plover (2) and Redshank (1) more than made up for the Ruff, in 
attendance also were Common Sandpiper (1) and Green Sandpiper (2).

Couple of birds I have also managed to catch up with this week in the garden have 
been Dunnock and Blue Tit

 

   
         Dunnock              Blue Tit 
 

                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                          
                                                  

Then it was off to the Fair at Rutland, we stayed at our usual venue Bridge Cottage 
(see Places to Stay Tab) making our first bird stop at Fineshade Woods. Not 
many bird species about at Fineshade this year all we caught was Buzzard, Blue Tit, 
Great Tit, Coal Tit, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Tree Sparrow and Goldcrest did 
manage to ID a few species of Dragonfly at the pond Emperor, Brown Hawker and 



Common Darter, Butterflies included Speckled Wood, Red Admiral, Gatekeeper, 
Small White, Green Veined White, Common Blue and a Large Fritillary probable 
Silver Washed. We made our way to the cottage seeing plenty of Red Kites on our 
way to end the first day. 
Saturday the 21st was Birdfair day catching up with new things and friends, did buy 
myself a new book thou called Watching British Dragonflies great book gets good 
reviews the plates are drawn and not photos of the Dragonflies and it also gives useful 
information on loads of sites within the UK to locate various species. My wife got the 
new pair of binos this year a pair of Opticron 8 x 32 , I found these on the small side 
for an 8 x 32 binocular but fantastically light good image nice and bright and as soon 
as they came out of the box the first bird was an Osprey making its way across the 
fair. More Red Kites on the way back to the cottage with Kingfisher at the cottage 
river as we relaxed on the decking perfect ending 
                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                         

    
Red Kite         
 
 

 

  

Kingfisher 



                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                          
                          

Sunday was taken up visiting a new site Eyebrook Reservoir here we caught up with a 
few waders and wildfowl Greenshank, Ringed Plover, Ruff, Redshank, Common 
Sandpiper, Mute Swan, Mallard, Moorhen, Coot, Teal, a few Sand Martin, 
Swallows and  House Martins, Greylag Geese along with Canada Geese and Grey 
Heron and Little Egret .
I was more than hoping for a Osprey at this site as well but no joy so we decided on a 
trip to the Lyndon part of Rutland Water were we bagged 2 Osprey (1 male and 1 
immature bird), that was it for another year see Trip Reports Tab for a full species 
list                                                                  
                                                                                                                                          
                                 

 

September 4th

Week 35 
Start of the week 35 was a Bank Holiday Monday and that was spent at Old Moor 
were there was a good movement of waders going thro with Greenshank, Ruffs, 
Green Sandpipers, Common Sandpipers, Dunlin and Spotted Redshank (Spotted 
Redshank now takes my area list to the magic 100). On the other hand winter birds 
have started to build up with Golden Plover and Lapwing in numbers. There was 
only a couple of Butterflies knocking about Speckled Wood and Green Veined 
White with Dragonflies a little better with Common Darters being in better 
numbers, we also spotted Migrant Hawker and a Ruddy Darter. Old Moor Day 
List  



 
Common Darter 

  

The week at work has gone quiet apart from a few Green Veined Whites, Small 
Coppers and the glimpse of another Silver Y moth, a few Dragons still about mainly 
in the form of Brown Hawker and Common Darter. A trip out to Scout Dike on the 
Friday to get a few Butterfly species under the belt before the season ends with my 
first Wall and Painted Lady of the year along with more Speckled Woods, 
Common Blue, Small Coppers, Gatekeepers and my first Small Heath  

  

Birds at Scout Dike involved plenty of Grey Heron these were into double 
figures Greenshank (1), Common Sandpiper (1), Swallows, House Martins, 
Meadow Pipits, Whitethroat (2), Willow  Warbler, Chiffchaff, Long Tailed Tit, 
Blue Tit, Great Tit, Crow, Lapwing, Starling, Tufted Duck, Mallard and Teal  

The week ended at Fairburn with very little to report Dragonfly wise quite a lot of 
Common Darter about with the odd Ruddy Darter, Ruddies now looking a little bit 
worse for wear.  

 

September 11th

In the Black 
Week 36 started slowly with a few Butterflies still hanging on at work namely 
Speckled Wood, Large White and Small Copper. At home we have started to get a 
few Peacocks but no Red Admiral has yet. I had Wednesday afternoon off work and 



headed up on to the moors at Langsett to try and find the reported Black Redstart 
which had been there a few days near the old farm buildings, after about an hour I 
caught sight of the bird, a patch first good start, I then headed off to do a little 
Dragonfly hunting around the Langsett area Common Hawker (2), Emerald 
Damselfly, Blue Tailed Damselfly and a new find Black Darter

 
Black Darter ♂ 

Friday we headed off to Potteric Carr to try and find a Bittern for my wife and ended 
up seeing a few Kingfishers, Great Spotted Woodpecker , Dunnock, Great Tit, 
Blue Tit, Pheasant, Long Tailed Tit, Grey Hero, Black Headed Gull, Emerald 
Damselfly, Southern Hawker but no bittern 

 
Great Spotted Woodpecker ♂ 



 

September 18th

Still in the Black 
Week 37 things are getting quieter at work mainly because I can’t get to the pond 
because of the Cows being were they shouldn’t be and not in the field were they 
should be, broken fences and the farmer not caring where they go. Anyway butterflies 
about still Speckled Wood and a very nice Comma [no photo camera not at work 

Friday was more of a reccy day out at Stocksmoor Common looking for the Dragon 
Pond there, I did manage to locate it but once again its in a field where cows roam, 
there were not here today however so I did manage to get to the pond seeing a few 
Common Darters some in tandem. After Stocksmoor I moved on next door  to 
Bullcliff Top Wood to try and find some more dragons but nowt today, the birds 
moving thru were Buzzard (4), Swallows, Jay and a Kestrel hunting the local field, 
Butterflies around here included more Speckled Wood, Common Blue and Peacock. 
Then of course I had to run down to Pugneys to keep the black theme going to find 
the reported Black Terns along with a couple of Common Terns.

Saturday the 18th we ended up at Old Moor once again with a few friends to 
hopefully find a few waders going thru. Wath Ings hide held Greenshank, Curlew 
Sandpiper (3), Black Tailed Godwit (1), Green Sandpiper, Snipe, Ruff (1), 
Ringed Plover (1), loads of Lapwing. Other birds around the reserve Kestrel, 
Willow Tit, Coal Tit, Bullfinch, Greenfinch, Chaffinch, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Long 
Tailed Tit, Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Wigeon, Gadwall, Mallard, 
Tufted Duck, Moorhen, Coot, Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Black Headed Gull, 
Goldfinch, Linnet, Grey Heron, Crow, Jackdaw and I've probably missed a couple. 
Common Darter, Migrant Hawker (Male) and Common Blue Damselfly (Male) 
also seen 

     
   Common Buzzard       Common Blue              
 

   
Great Crested Grebe  Speckled Wood 



 
Migrant Hawker 
 
 
 

September 26th

Flamborough and Tophill Low 
The decision was made an early start and off to the coast to do a bit of sea watching, 
arriving at Flamborough Head in gale force NNW winds I settled in by the lighthouse 
wall, out of the wind, with a small group of watchers. After yesterdays movement of 
Shearwaters and Skuas I was hoping for some more good numbers, good numbers of 
Gannets going north and south but I struggled seeing Shearwaters but Manx and 
Sooty were seen although in very low numbers and no Skuas at all, other highlights 
were a adult Peregrine excellent views as it battled it s way north at eye level, Red 
Throated and Great Northern Divers, Common Scoters, Shag and Cormorant, 
Eider, Lesser Black Backed and Great Black Backed Gulls.

After 3 hours sitting in the wind it was time to leave but not before seeing Linnet in 
the car park scrub. Inland I headed to Tophill Low NR for a couple of hours catching 
up on a few duck species Mallard, Gadwall, Teal and Shoveler other birds added to 
the day list Moorhen, Coot, Mute Swan, Greylag Goose and Kestrel. There were 
also a few Dragonflies hanging about and that’s what I had mainly come for 
Southern Hawker, Migrant Hawker and a few Common Darters of course the 
Hawkers never settled for photos but the Darters did heres another Common Darter 
photo. 



 
Common Darter 

 

October 9th

Sands Lane 
Week 40 was a quiet week, at work butterfly species seen were Speckled Wood 
plenty on these still on the wing with a couple of Commas bird wise a couple of Jays 
making there presence known with the loud squawking as they went around the small 
wooded area. Friday the 8th saw me at Sands Lane Gravel Pits for a couple of hours 
mainly digiscoping the Black Headed Gulls present along with Mute Swan, Canada 
Geese, Greylag Geese [3], Pochard [1♀], Mallard, Grey Heron, Pied Wagtail [3 
over]. Lapwing [c70], Lesser Black Backed Gull [2], Common Gull [1].

Saturday the 9th a couple of uneventful hours at Old Moor we never did find the 
Garganey or Little Stint but Dunlin, Greenshank, Green Sandpiper, Lapwing, 
Golden Plover and Snipe were all seen. 

 

October 13th

Ingbirchworth and Broadstones Res 
Wednesday 13th managed a few hours off work before hospital appointment so that 
ment a couple of hours birding Ingbirchworth first which held Canada Geese (150+), 
Greylag Goose (1), Great Crested grebe (1), Wigeon (5), Mallard, Common Gull 
Gull (3) Lesser Black Backed Gull (20+), and numerous Black Headed Gulls, 



Moorhen. Amongst the banking trees there could be found Great Tit, Blue Tit, Coal 
Tit, Long Tailed Tit, Robin, Chaffinch, Wren. Along the South West footpath a 
lone Speckled Wood was enjoying the autumn warmth. 

Broadstones Res which much the same with about 50 Black headed Gulls, Lesser 
Black Baked Gull (1), Common Gull (3), Kestrel (1), Bullfinch (2), Mallard, 
Wigeon (7) and 1 Little Grebe

 

October 22nd

Sands Lane 
Back to Sands Lane this Friday arriving at 10am in overcast windy conditions and 
leaving at 1pm in brighter but still windy conditions, birds in between were Greylag 
Goose (1), Pink Footed Goose (1), Canada Goose, Mallard, Tufted Duck (1♀), 
Black Headed Gull, Lesser Black Backed Gull (1), Common Gull (8), Goldfinch 
(6 over), Wren, Robin, Jackdaw, Woodpigeon, Mute Swan, Kingfisher.

At work this week Long Tailed Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Goldcrest (1), and my first 
Redwing of the winter 8 birds over 

 

October 30th

Sands Lane 
Back to Sands Lane for another look at the Gulls, plenty of Black Headed Gulls 
about 1st Winter and Adult birds mainly only one other gull species present along 
with the Black Headed these were Common Gulls, numbers just creeping into the 
double figures. I gave these a good looking over and one or two did give me that Ring 
Billed feeling but not today. Other birds present Canada Goose, Greylag Goose (2), 
Grey Heron (1), Mallard, Tufted Duck (1♀), Mute Swan (3 juvs), plenty of 
Woodpigeon flying thru, Long Tailed Tit, Great Tit, Robin, Wren and that was 
about it for today. 

 

 

November 6th

Sands Lane 



I started the day at 9am at my local village cricket field looking thru the gulls present 
hoping to find the one elusive one but not today only Black Headed Gulls (37) and 
Common Gulls (24) and a single Pied Wagtail over with a Sparrowhawk going 
thru and then it was on again to Sands Lane. The weather had improved over the last 
hour and it was now sunshine and very little wind. 

 First glance over the pools I could see the usual geese were about these being 
Canada and Greylags (2). Mallards still numerous with the lone female Tufted 
Duck still present., the family party of Mute Swans this week were back on the small 
pool. 

Numerous Gulls still present but I could see a single Cormorant (Video Link) 
amongst them holding out its wings in the drying off position and then having a good 
preen, Gulls present this week were Common and numerous Black Headed Gulls 
with them this week were a few Lapwings. More Cormorants later on in the day with 
four birds flying over and a male and female Goosander (Video Link) taking up 
residence whilst I was there. 

I had a quick look by the weir but only added Grey Wagtail and Kingfisher to the 
day list. 

 

November 14th

Potteric Carr and Pied Billed Grebe 
Saturday was our Church group outing which was heading towards Martin Mere this 
time but due to people having other commitments it was a select group of four and a 
new destination was put forward and it was to Potteric Carr we went. A uneventful 
day at Potteric Carr for our group with few highlights Black Headed Gull, Common 
Gull, Lesser Black Backed Gull, and Herring Gull were the gull species about with 
Robin and Blackbird on the thrush side, Mallard, Gadwall, Shoveler, Teal on the 
side of waterfowl, Chaffinch and  Bullfinch for the finches, Blue Tit, Great Tit and 
Long Tailed Tits were about with Great Spotted Woodpecker and Green 
Woodpecker only heard and not seen, Golden Plover and Lapwing on the wader 
front with Greylag Geese, Canada Geese and a flock of Pink Footed Geese (70+) 
high overhead for the goose side and Cormorant and Mute Swan as supporting cast, 
whilst watching the plovers from the bridge we spotted a pair of Kingfisher on the 
ditch with a Stoat on the banking side.  As the group halved in number later in the 
day the remaining two (me and my wife) had a few minutes in the Willow Pool hide 
to see close at hand a feeding Water Rail [ Video Link ]



 
Water Rail 

Late Saturday brought news of waxwings in the Huddersfield area so an early door 
visit on Sunday morning was made to the location to find about 40 birds resting in one 
of the trees 

 
Waxwing 



These delightful birds from the Scandinavian region only had two of us admiring 
them they remained high in the tree top due to the “Bear in the air” making them very 
unsettled. The afternoon saw us popping over to Hollingworth Lake to see the Pied 
Billed Grebe [ Video Link ] that had taken up residence, we were able to view this 
splendid little grebe from the Americas at close quarters. Very much like our resident 
Little Grebe [Dabchick] in appearance but the bill is a bit bulkier with a hint of the 
dark bill band, due to it being in Winter plumage, with the throat colour being 
different also a slightly bigger bird more Slavonian size to me than Little Grebe. 

 

November 26th

Long Tailed Duck 
We went to Pugneys this week, Friday the 19th of November, we set off from 
Huddersfield on a sunny morning arriving at Pugneys in thick fog and were unable to 
see the lake but not to be disheartened we set off in hope of finding the Long Tailed 
Duck but it wasn’t to be but Grey Wagtail, Goldeneye ♀♂, Tufted Duck, Grey 
Heron, Mallard, Coot, Black Headed Gull, Lesser Black Backed Gull, Common 
Gull and Great Crested Grebe were all seen despite the fog. So it was to be that 
Saturday the 20th was catch up day for “the duck” late afternoon after all the chores 
were done. On arrival at Pugneys we could see the lake this time, so off we went in 
search of the duck again. This time we soon found it tucked away in the left hand 
corner giving us fantastic views. Long Tailed Duck ♀ [Video Link] below is a snap 
shot from video taken, great views of a splendid species you usually see at sea 

 
 
 



 
Long-Tailed-Duck ♀ 

 

November 26th

Fieldfares and Redshanks 
Winter Thrushes this week at work flock of Redwing and Fieldfares with the odd 
ones stopping and soon moving on 



 
Fieldfare 

The weekend brought another visit to Sands Lane for the now report Adult Ringed 
Billed Gull, this was reported on the 21st and is being seen on and off at Sands Lane 
but today was to be one of those off days but I did get a small bonus in the form of 
two Redshank [Video Link]. Along with the Redshank today were a great count of 
Lapwing (100), Pied Wagtail (1), Black headed Gulls, Common Gulls, Canada 
Geese, Tufted Duck (1 Female), Goosander (1 male), Sparrowhawk (1 thru), 
Blue Tit, Mute Swan, Mallard

 

December 4th

Red Kite and Waxwing 
Not been out this week due to the white stuff and family but during my Friday 
morning breakfast, 3rd, whilst I was looking out the back window watching the 
feeders with the local House Sparrows tucking into there breakfast a Crow flying over 
caught my eye because it was or seemed to be flying funny when underneath it a 
bigger bird long wings long tailed made its way across my vision slowly then it 
dawned on me Red Kite then it made its way off in a North/North easterly direction, I 
stood there motionless coming to terms with what I had just seen playing it over and 
over in my head Red Kite in my home village has just flown passed my window I 
couldn’t believe it , House Tick and Patch Tick brilliant I was  beginning to melt the 
snow with my smile . 

Saturday,4th, was grandson day 11:30am was pick up time 11:28am we were driving 
passed the local school when a flock of birds caught my eye the usual dash in and out 



of the feeding behaviour of  Waxwing. I stopped the car at the waiting point left my 
wife in care of the car and pick up whilst I made my way back with bins in hand and 
sure enough my suspicions were correct Waxwing about 12 birds in all high in the 
trees surrounding the local church one did venture down to the berry tree near to me 
to give me a closer view but not for long it was soon off again and I was off again too 
the car had found me and with grandson shouting come on granddad I had to leave my 
find behind me but tomorrow is drop off day so who knows,  this time i will be taking 
the camera with me. As someone says on the Huddersfield Birdwatchers site “there’s 
always summat about” keep your eyes open 

 

 

December 10th

Wagtails and Gulls 
The week once again was one of the hardest on record with new December lows 
reaching minus 18 degs but the birds were good especially at work I found a new 
species in the form of a Male Brambling along with this chappie could be found 
Black Headed Gulls, Redwings, Blue Tits, Great Tits, Robin, Jackdaws, Crows, 
Siskins, Kestrel and Nuthatch. One of the guys from work kindly brought his photos 
in to work to show off what he had been getting in his garden at present he’d been 
getting some good birds but there was one photo I had to pinch and heres the fellow 
below love this [straight out the camera no editing], great picture thanks JB 

 
Pied Wagtail 

  

http://huddsbirder.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/pied-wagtail-03-12-2010.jpg


Friday the 10th came and saw me once again down at Sands Lane looking for the 
Ring Billed Gull [Video Link], this bird was seen last winter mainly thru February as 
a 2nd/3rd winter bird and is now a full Adult and has been giving me a bit of a run 
around but not today as soon as I arrived I was on to the bird thanks to a local birder I 
watched it then for the next two hours minus 30 mins as it flew off but did return 
thankfully to now a couple of more birders who wanted to see it, heres the 
handsome chappie below 

 
Ring Billed Gull 

Other birds in the same area were fly thru Sparrowhawk and Redwings, Mute 
Swan, Mallard, Common Gulls, Black Headed Gulls and a Lesser Black Backed 
Gull 

 

December 18th

Sands Lane 
Once again you could find me down at Sands Lane in freezing temperatures this week 
at minus 5 I only stopped for an hour this week things to do Christmas etc but I did 
see once again the adult Ring Billed Gull along with Common Gull, Black Headed 
Gulls and Tufted Duck (8), Mallard, Mute Swan, Canada Geese and a nice flock 
of mixed Thrush Redwing, and Blackbirds

The weekend didn’t go by with out seeing more Waxwings this time about 30 birds at 
Moldgreen 

 

 

 

http://huddsbirder.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/rb-gull-1.jpg


December 24th 

Sands Lane 
Once again back at Sands Lane to see two totally frozen up pools so round it was to 
the weir were I found the birds had gathered , Adult Ring billed Gull is still present 
along with the usual hosts of Black Headed Gull and Common Gull. Along the river 
could be found Mute Swan, Gossander male and female, Mallards, Coot, Tufted 
Duck male and female, Cormorant, Gadwall male and female a patch year tick, 
Kingfisher which of course didn’t stop has it made its way down river. So my hour 
was up it was now off to get a different bird yep Turkey 

 
    Common Gull 

  

http://huddsbirder.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/common-gull-sands-lane-weir.jpg


 
Black Headed Gull 

 

December 28th 

Fairburn Ings 
My annual Christmas holiday outing out with a birding mate took us first to 
Swillington Ings to find a frozen over lake with only gulls standing on it these were 
mainly Black Headed Gull, Great Black Backed Gull with a few Herring Gulls 
thrown in. So the ducks were to be found on the river these included Goldeneye, 
Tufted Duck, Mallard, Gadwall, Red Breasted Merganser, Goosander, Teal, 
Gadwall, Little Grebe, Moorhen, Coot the only raptor seen here was a distant 
Buzzard. As we made our way out Redwing, Blackbird and Fieldfare were 
encountered around the car park, a little further on near one of the footpaths Reed 
Bunting, Tree Sparrow, Chaffinch, and a single Brambling.

On then to Fairburn Ings taking in first Allerton Bywater to see more Gadwall, and to 
add Shoveler, Kingfisher, Curlew, Blue Tit, Robin, to the day list. One of the main 
reasons to head to Fairburn was for the Owls that had been seen the previous weeks 
you’ve guessed it not today anyway we made our way along the river towards the 
centre and in doing so added a Smew [Redhead] to the day list. At the centre hanging 
around the feeders Dunnock, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Tree 
Sparrow, Bullfinch, Willow Tit, Coal Tit, Collard Dove, Water Rail, Moorhen. 
Then it was a long walk back to the car at Lin Dike car park but it had its rewards 
with a party of Red Legged Partridge near the road side 

http://huddsbirder.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/black-headed-gull-sands-lane-weir.jpg


Day List :- 

Litte Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Cormorant, Grey Heron, Mute Swan, Wigeon, 
Gadwall, Teal, Mallard, Shoveler, Pochard, Tufted Duck, Goldedeye, Smew, Red 
Breasted Merganser, Goosander, Buzzard, Red Legged Partridge, Pheasant, Water 
Rail, Moorhen, Coot, Lapwing, Curlew, Black Headed Gull, Common Gull, Lesser 
Black Backed Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black Backed Gull, Woodpigeon, Collard 
Dove, Kingfisher, Wren, Dunnock Robin, Blackbird, Fieldfare, Redwing, Long Tailed 
Tit, Willow Tit, Coal Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Magpie, Jackdaw, Rook, Crow, Tree 
Sparrow, Chaffinch, Brambling, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Bullfinch, Reed Bunting 

 

December 30th 

Summary of 2010 
As the year started so it ended with heavy snow and record temperatures’ as low as 
minus 18 in Yorkshire the worst Jan/Feb/Nov and Dec I can remember.  The summer 
made up for it with a great year for insects and I found myself indulging in a new 
passion of Butterflies and Dragonflies as well as the birds and can’t wait for the 2011 
season to start. 

I had a great year bird wise with 5 lifers in total Pied Billed Grebe, Pygmy 
Cormorant [Italy], Ring Billed Gull, Black Throated Thrush, Italian Sparrow 
[Italy]. 

In addition 2 British firsts Alpine Swift and Iberian Chiffchaff

Along with these 9 patch firsts Ring Billed Gull, Mandarin Duck, Red Kite, Ringed 
Plover, Greenshank, Redshank, Black Redstart, Sedge Warbler, White Wagtail

So the year ended with a total of 190 species with a British Total of 183 [same as last 
year] and a patch total of 117 [better than last year by 5]

So what will 2011 bring as I previously said 2010 brought a new passion of 
Butterflies and Dragonflies and I am looking forward to my first full season in this 
area, but, ya a big but, Santa brought me a new gadget this year a Bat Detector  so I 
will be venturing on a new wildlife trial BATS……….no Huddsbirder will not 
becoming Batman, Batbirder or owt like that. 

2011 is also a celebration year for me a big birthday one with a zero on the end but 
also 25 years of Birdwatching so has a bit of fun I have set myself a few easy goals 
with maybe a couple of harder ones stuff  to keep my vision for the year ahead see the 
2011 tab 
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