
 

Brookie's Diary 
 
Saturday, January 7, 2006 - Start of 2006 
 
The first week of 2006 and a report of Waxwings in the Huddersfield area, I 
was soon off to the reported sight to see if I could find these splendid 
Scandinavian delights. On my approach to the reported sight close to the 
Town Centre I could clearly see the birds in a tree across the road from the 
car park. So I sat and waited in the car near to one of the berry trees and sure 
enough after about 5 minutes they came down to within a few feet of the car, 
eating the berries has quick as possible. Not as many as 2005 when we had a 
few hundred birds this years count of 11 birds is low by that standard. Along 
with the Waxwings came Mistle Thrush and Blackbirds. Well that's 2006 off 
to a good start for me.  
 

Thursday, February 23, 2006 - At Last a Start to 2006 
 
At long last its taken a while due to one thing or another but Friday the 17th of 
February was the first day out. I had an hour at most to catch up on some 
local Redpolls at High Hoyland. I was soon parking up at the Church and 
walking down the footpath to the back of the church were I soon saw this 
years first birds, Blackbird, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Robins, Greenfinch and 
after a wait the Lesser Redpolls showed up mixed in with some Bramblings, 
and amongst them one Mealy Redpoll. Nuthatch was seen along the 
hedgerow. 
 

Wednesday, March 22, 2006 - Hols 
A well earned weekend away to Cambridge and Dorset with may be a bit of 
birdwatching in between. Visiting the Ouse Washes added a few good year 
birds to the 2006 tally. At the Ouse Washes Whooper Swan, Water Pipit, 
Green Sandpiper. We moved on then to Dorset for a few days and a visit to 
Radipole Lake is always on the cards giving us Cetti's Warbler, Spoonbill 
and Little Egret which we missed at the Ouse. We did once again dip on the 
ever elusive Bittern which was seen at Radipole. No migrants this visit which I 
was hoping for and it was very cold. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Saturday, April 22, 2006 - Visit to Blacktoft Sands 
 
A days birding at Blacktoft Sands with four target birds in mind Yellow Wagtail, 
Corn Bunting, Garganey and Bittern. Arrived at the fields near Ousefleet and 
stopping for dinner a Yellow Wagtail was seen in the field next to the car, a 
great start. We moved on after dinner a stop further down the road looking out 
for target bird number two. Then the familiar sound of keys was heard and 
looking around there was one Corn Bunting on the top of the bush we had 
stopped next too. Waiting a while produced three more with Wheatear in the 
fields also. Two of the target birds got with a bonus too, onto Blacktoft. 
Arriving at the reception a Drake Gargeney was pointed out to us on arrival, 
target bird three, could we hit all four. Other birds at Blacktoft were Avocet, 
another Yellow Wagtail, Marsh Harrier, Sedge Warbler, Willow   Warbler, 
Sand Martin, Black Tailed Godwit, Kittiwake which I thought was unusual, 
Buzzard, a Grasshopper Warbler was heard but not seen and target bird 
four the ever elusive Bittern was not seen   A good day thou with a few 
migrants caught up with three out of the four seen and a good weather to 
boot  
 
Thursday, May 4, 2006 - Catch Up 
 
On the way to work this morning I finally caught up with some summer 
migrants using Thurgory Lane. 2 Whitethroats along with 2 Wheatears' in 
the ploughed field with Swifts overhead Blackcap, Willow Warbler and 
Chiffchaff were seen earlier near the Quarry. The usual Yellowhammers, 
Skylarks, Dunnock, Chaffinch, Blue, Great and Long Tailed Tits giving 
there support to the recent arrivals. Nothing mega but bread and butter birds 
giving a great start to the day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Sunday, August 20, 2006 - Birdfair 2006 

Here it is again the great event we look forward to each year the Rutland 
Water Birdfair. To look at equipment we would like but need a loan to 
purchase. I looked at various binoculars this year why? 'cause i like to dream. 
I quiet fancied the Swarovski 8x32 Bins small light weight fitted nicely in the 
hand and gave a beautiful image and at £1100, well, we all need dreams . 
We meet our guide from the Gambia for Nov '05,Yaya Barry, taking it easy, 
and caught up on a few things, good to see old friends. I bought a new field 
guide for the Gambia ready for our next trip in March 2007 and then wondered 
around the various stalls looking and marvelling at the paintings. Not 
forgetting the Supermarket trolley art, great stuff.(look at the pic). I also 
purchased a Cable Release Bracket for camera in a hope that it will give me a 
bit more stability for the Digiscoping efforts - watch this space. 

 

We stopped overnight at a place in Woodnewton, Bridge Cottage great place 
and if you need a place to stop in the area this is it, look no further than Bridge 
Cottage 

 We saw some great birds in the area, try looking around Blatherwycke Lake. 
These included Red Kites at least a dozen. Buzzards, Kestrels and Hobby 
in the Raptor line. Waders included Lapwing, Common Sandpipers and a 
Whimbrel, with Swallows and House Martins going thru a plenty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Tuesday, August 22, 2006 - Butterfly 

Well the season closes and the butterflies get less. We did well with our 
Buddleia this year attracting many insects, mainly bees and an amazing 
amount of butterflies. We attracted Peacocks, which where by far the most 
represented along with Red Admirals, Large Tortoiseshells, Large Whites 
and we got a few Gatekeepers this year and Comma's. 

 
 

Monday, August 28, 2006 - Blacktoft Sands 
A golden opportunity to do a bit of birding for 1/2 a day, so what should it be? 
Local? East Coast? not enough time for Spurn to catch a few migrants. So it 
was visit Number 91 to Blacktoft Sands 28th August. Today’s visit was solely 
for Digiscoping having got the Cable Release Bracket from the birdfair last 
time out I was itching to get into the field and give it a try out. On arrival at 
8.45am I made my way up to Marshland Hide to view the waders. I wasn't 
disappointed the area was full with Black Tailed Godwits, Redshanks, 
Spotted Redshanks, Green Sandpipers, Dunlin, Lapwing, Golden Plover 
and Ruff. There was also a glimpse of a Spotted Crake along with a Water 
Rail these soon vanished back into the reeds when the Marsh Harrier 
showed up quartering the reed area. Ducks include a Pintail, Mallard. and 
Teal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
I moved on down to the next hide > Xerox. Again the waders were plentiful but 
nothing different from Marshland except for Snipe. I got a quick glimpse of a 
Reed Warbler but it was quick. Time was running out I had to be back home 
for 3pm so I moved down to the Singleton hide for the last hour. I'd taken 
about a hundred pictures at this time I was pleased with some but a lot were 
throw away. A few Swallows going through 2 Grey Herons, Little Grebe and 
another glimpse of a Water Rail just before the Marsh Harrier showed up 
again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
What about the pics. I was pleased with the bracket no end , but my focus is 
a bit dodgy I haven’t got that sharpness to the pictures. Could it be down to 
eyesight not quiet getting that edge??? or something to do with the set up??. 
Weather held one spot of rain when I was in Marshland Hide early on. Day 
total was 34 species. Missed bird was a Merlin in adjacent farmland. The year 
total now stands at 118. 
 

 
 
Wednesday, September 27, 2006 - Expensive Day Out 

The girls went off shopping so it was my chance to go off birding. I went to 
Fairburn Ings RSPB site near Castleford this time. On arriving I parked near 
the Lynn Dyke end of the reserve. On getting out of the car for lunch I 
immediately heard a Great Spotted Woodpecker calling. Off I went trying to 
find it but to no avail. On turning back to the car out it flew from the tree I was 
looking in closely followed by a second, good start to the day  I thought. 
looking up towards the bridge I saw a bird landing thinking it was a Robin I 
lifted my binoculars to see a Kingfisher, nice  I moved on then to have a 
look at the pools, seeing Mute Swan, Coot, Moorhen, Gadwall, Teal, 
Shoveler and Grey Heron.

I jumped back in the car and moved on to the Lynn Dyke car park and strolled 
on down the new Lynn Dyke footpath seeing Blue Tit and Chaffinch, Grey 
Wagtail and Reed Bunting. Not an over exciting day out but a day out it was, 
why was it expensive? On the way out of Lyn Dyke thru the gate I tripped and 
of course the most expensive thing your carrying is going to hit the tarmac 
first, smashing the lens of course not cheap 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Saturday, October 14, 2006 - Norfolk Weekend 

At long last time away from home. Friday we headed to Covenham Res. to 
see the Buff Breasted Sandpiper which had been seen over the previous 
two days. Not reported when we arrived and not seen when we were there. 
Not a good start to the weekend, it would have been a lifer. Anyway we 
headed down to Norfolk and Hunstanton to a Bed and Breakfast we had 
booked previously, Rose-fitt House this was our digs for the weekend. 
Saturday we headed off to Titchwell, got to be my favourite place. It surely 
delivered with out fail with such birds as Whiskered Tern (a British first for 
me),  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Pectoral Sandpiper and such supporting cast as Bearded Tit, Little Egrets, 
Cettis Warblers, Golden Plovers and Lapwings. Ducks included Shoveler, 
Pintail, Gadwall, Teal, Mallard and Shelduck. A brief look on the sea 
produced hundreds of Common Scoter with a few Red Throated Divers 
knocking about. After a brief stop off at the cafe for tea and cake we decided 
to move onto Holkham Pines to see the geese arriving. We walked down on to 
the reserve and on to the first hide to see Marsh Harriers, Yellow Browed 
Warbler and Firecrest. We did see the geese coming in hundreds of Pink 
Footed Geese filling the sky amazing sight and noisy with a few Egyptian 
Geese thrown in. That was great days birding  no pictures taken this time 
round it was intended to be a bird watching day without the stress and 
frustration of taking photos, it worked.  
 
 

Friday, November 3, 2006 - Local Day Out > Funny Bill?? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

A sunny day out in October a few hours off work and I decided to have a stroll 
on Langsett Moor. Target birds for today Coal Tit and Siskin. At the start of my 
walk not far from the car park in the wooded area I came across a small 
gathering of Goldfinches high in the pine trees. These were then joined by 
Blue Tits, Chaffinches and Goldcrest. Walking further on and keeping eyes 
and ears open I came across more Goldcrest and then suddenly a large bird 
flew over. Thrush I thought ah that’s lost if it's gone in there, such a dense 
area. Turning the corner I noticed a bird high up it was a Great Spotted 
Woodpecker. I moved on and came across a small flock of birds more 
Goldcrest, Chaffinch, Blue Tit but no Coal Tit ah then, turn round there it was 
Coal Tit giving it's self away with that white mark down the back of it's head, 
target bird 1. 
I then moved out of the wooded area and on to the moors.  

Birds were few and far between but the scenery was great, piece and quiet 
away from the things of the world I was soon lost in thought. I was awakened 
by a call of a Red Grouse then I caught a glimpse of one in flight then another 
then another they were appearing from out of the blue, they were hard to see 
at times due to the sun but I did get some good views as they flew passed. No 
pipits or any other small birds around. Then I caught sight of a raptor, Kestrel 
was the obvious thought. I tried getting closer nice big thick body blue - grey 
upperparts, anchor shaped wings, nice bird Peregrine the beauty of bird 
watching expect the unexpected.  
On down to the river hardly any birds here but more Goldcrest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Never mind onward I went with the warmth of the Peregrine sighting target 
bird 2 had to be got. Getting to the bridge there was a sudden burst of birds 
form the wood, Fieldfares, must have been a good hundred I guess then 
more Goldcrest. 

It wasn't till I got near the car park that things came alive again Goldcrest, 
Blue Tits, Chaffinch and more Coal Tits. There's one with a streaky body, also 
a yellow and black one, target bird number 2 in the bag Siskin’s, one male 
and one female. I kept on looking thinking I might get something else. Em! 
What’s that dark wings reddish body and a funny looking bill? 

 

What a bonus 2 Crossbills. Great ending to a few hours spent birding on a 
local patch 
 
 
 

Friday, November 10, 2006 - Scout Dyke 

Another local bird watch day out this time around one of the local reservoirs, 
Scout Dyke, once again within the club area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Having parked in the car park near the Res. we made our way down to the 
dam wall first encountering Crows, Magpies and Black Headed Gulls. On 
the water could be seen Tufted Duck more Black Headed Gulls along with 
Little Grebe and a Goldeneye > Female <.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

When we got to the dam wall a couple of Herons were seen sat on top, these 
soon took to flight when we approached nearer. Up to about six herons were 
seen around the Res. that afternoon. Walking round we came on to a 
sheltered part, it was windy in he exposed areas of the Res, so we spent a 
good five - ten minutes in this sheltered part waiting on the birds coming to us. 
This produced birds like Chaffinch, Blackbird, Blue Tit, Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, Goldfinch and Robin. We then carried on seeing birds as we 
walked Crows, Jackdaws, Woodpigeons, and Starlings and then we had a 
group of 30+ Fieldfares. 

Birdlife dropped of some what as we went around the bottom edge of the Res. 
but we did find another Great Spotted Woodpecker along with a solitary 
Redwing and a heard Green Woodpecker. Our final leg of the Res. we saw 
a Partial eclipse Male Goldeneye along with Black Headed Gulls and alone 
Common Gull. We just managed to get back to the car before the rain began.  
 

Friday, November 24, 2006 - Walk Home 
 
Friday the 24th, afternoon off work I decided to walk home. Okay the weather 
wasn't good but it was time out birding not to be missed. I started off from 
work and walked along the Beldon Brook here I saw Dipper. Fieldfare, 
Redwing, Crow and Jackdaw with half a dozen male Mallards on the pond. 
I walked then thru Lepton Great Wood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Getting dirty as I went I came across Jay, Woodpigeon, Blackbirds, Mistle 
Thrush, Great and Blue Tit and not forgetting the Grey Squirrels running 
around in the trees. 
Coming out of the wood into farmland I saw Long Tailed Tits in the 
hedgerows with Goldfinches and Blackbirds. Dunnock, Wrens, Robins 
and Blackbirds were jumping out of the hedges and bathing in the road side 
pools. 
 
 

 
 
See if you can find the mobile mast in the above picture. I walked on coming 
to one of my favourite areas. I slowly made my way along Thurgory Lane 
flying overhead were Woodpigeon and Stock Dove. I came across an open 
patch and scared a group of Partridge into flight; I hid behind a holly bush and 
waited for them to settle back down again. In doing so in the next bush along 
was a flock of Yellowhammers about 12 strong and there were some fine 
marked males in the group beautiful to see such a bird close up, with 2 
Chaffinch in amongst. I stuck my head passed the bush and re found the 
Common Partridge, counting 13 birds in all. Then there heads went down I 
thought I'd scared them again but no a male Kestrel flew over and came to 
within inches of were I was stood. Then I saw a large flight of birds behind the 
Partridge Skylarks in a large winter flock must have been 40+ birds. 
 
I made my way home on the final leg seeing more of what I'd already seen. It 
was good to be out and about in the local area doing what I call 'bread and 
butter birding' seeing familiar birds and seeing scare farmland birds like the 
Partridge and not a car was used or phone it was good and did my legs 
know.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Friday, December 29, 2006 - Last day out 2006 
Last day out for 2006 saw me and friend heading south to Exminster Marsh 
for the reported Falcated Teal 300 mile in total lasting 4 1/2 hours. The 
weather when we arrived was that fine rain that wets you throu, and it didn't 
stop all day. The birds were good. Great numbers of Black Tailed Godwits, 
Dunlins, Redshanks, Snipe, Grey and Golden Plovers with the Lapwing 
as supporting cast. Ducks seen were Teal, Wigeon, Mallard, Shelduck a few 
Pintail along with Shoveler. The species count wasn't out of this world 39 in 
total. Did we see the Falcated Teal the bird we went to see, a great big NO. 
Would I do it again I don't think so.600 miles for a days birding for me is way 
too far for a bird, I won't be talked in to that one again. A day local our within 2 
to 3 hours of home is enough for this old bird roll on 2007 and more good 
birding 
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